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Our cover story concerns the achieve-
ments of two remarkable women. Lady 
Mary Heath was a champion athlete  
before becoming the first pilot to fly solo 
from Capetown to Britain. This was an 
extraordinary achievement in 1928, 
as is that of Tracey Curtis-Taylor, who  
re-enacted the 10,000 mile journey in 
a similar bi-plane in more demanding  
circumstances just a few months ago. 
Prepare to be impressed.

Tracey once did the Mille Miglia in an  
Invicta too and that fine British marque is 
the subject of our Missing Moniker page. 
The name occurs again under the Classic 
Character heading, for our subject, 
007’s enigmatic creator Ian Fleming, 
rode shotgun in Donald Healey’s S-Type 
example on the 1932 Alpine Rally - 
with impressive results. Sticking with  
motorsport, we investigate one of  
Britain’s most enduring, not to say  
challenging, events – the Land’s End 
Trial, that’s been organised by the Motor 
Cycling Club since 1908. Then there’s 
our regular spread covering the trials 
and tribulations of BMH’s Managing  
Director, John Yea, and the Heritage 
MGB – it seems luck has rarely been on 
their side of late!

MG gets a name check in the Dealer 
Spotlight too, as that focuses on Ireland’s 

premier and popular MG and Mini parts 
supplier, Brooklands MG Centre. The 
European parliament is a topical subject, 
the laws of which have made a number 
of attacks on our classic car world. Chro-
ming is yet another aspect it’s got its 
claws into – read what our experts have 
to say on the subject on P12/13.

As winter marches on, literally millions of 
us are likely to summon the help of the AA, 
and our penultimate spread is devoted 
to how this amazing organisation came 
into being and has remained pre-eminent 
for over a century. Talking of winter, 
we thought you might appreciate a few  
ideas for stocking fillers, both large and 
small – see P18/19 for details.

Seasonal greetings!
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Above: Ian Fleming was a car enthusiast. Here he’s pictured with his last of many – a Studebaker Avanti
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BROOKLANDS MG CENTRE

Accents can deceive and Brook-
lands’ proprietor Lyn Holmes was 
born not in Ireland but Bishop 
Auckland, County Durham. The 
daughter of a sports car-loving 
RAF officer, she got used to moving 
every 18 months but, irrespective 
of where they lived, motorsport 
remained part of the diet and she 
readily recalls visits to Snetterton, 
Croft, Brands Hatch and Silverstone. 

She crossed the water to Ireland 
in 1975 and by 1980 was involved 
in MG Car Club sprints, hillclimbs 
and autotests. “In developing our 
car, we found there was a ready 
market for the parts we replaced. 
What then grew into a home-based  
hobby quickly escalated into a busi-
ness, and by 1987 we had moved 
it into a 4,000 sq ft warehouse  
in Dunmurry, near Belfast, 
from where it still operates.” 

If she needs a break, her son Peter 
ably steps into the breach. These 
days the tentacles of what long 
since became Ireland’s foremost 
supplier of MG and Mini parts and 
accessories stretch way beyond 
the Emerald Isle, and the company 
serves mail order customers as 
far afield as Europe, Scandinavia, 
South Africa and Australia. Irish 
enthusiasts come from all over 
the island to be served in person. 

Lyn was very involved in the  
organisation of the Circuit of  
Ireland Retrospective for a while, 
in which her husband Robert  
competed in an Austin 1300GT, 
Cooper S Works Replica and 
Mk I Midget. He also drove a  
Mk II Cooper S in February’s 
Belfast-based cavalcade of Minis 
celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of Paddy Hopkirk’s legendary 
Monte Carlo Rally victory. The 
family have been active members 
of the MG Car Club Ulster Cen-
tre since 1980, with Lyn winning 
both the Ladies PCT and Autotest 
championships along the way. 
Son Peter now does most of the 
competing, driving or navigating 
in the very popular Lanes Rallies. 
 
In addition to the full range of British 
Motor Heritage (BMH) replacement

panels, the company’s vast stock 
includes Millers Oils, Mintex 
brakes, Wipac lighting, Lucas elec-
trical components, Minator wheels, 
K&N filters etc. The 17,000-plus  
parts lines for pre-1980 MGs and 
pre-2000 Minis cover pretty well 
everything from trim screws to 
exhaust systems, and Brooklands’ 
friendly service comes complete 
with close to 30 years’ worth of 
knowledge and experience.

In addition to BMH and MG Car 
Club approval, the business boasts 
a five-star rating from the MG  
Owners’ Club and the recommen-
dation of the MG Enthusiasts’ Club.  
 
For further information see 
www.brooklandsmg.com. 
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We have also started the seat placement, 
with me getting an early sight of the 
likely view once we finalise the position. 
For weight distribution, chassis ‘feel’ and 
safety, the optimum placement is as low 
down in the car as possible. However, I 
have been forced to insist that actually 
being able to see where you are going 
is also pretty important, along with be-
ing able to place the car into corners! I 
suspect this debate will continue until we 
finally need to bolt the chair into the com-
pleted car.

We have also sourced a lot of the sus-
pension components; the clever stuff 

coming from Rae Davis Racing. Rae is an 
acknowledged expert in preparing these 
cars, as well as a driver of some note, 
and it would be perverse not to benefit 
from his years of success and experi-
ence. We have also acquired specially 
reinforced wheels from him and are grate-
ful that he has been so generous with his 
time, which has really helped the lads.

Finally, I’m pleased to note that while the 
schedule has required much revision as 
the reality of delivery dates kicks in, as 
with all good projects, judicious juggling 
of the tasks means that, at the moment, 
we are still on track!

Managing Director John Yea continues the story of how
the company is combining motorsport with student training

NEW NEWSFROM
BMH

There has been considerable progress since our first report on the BMH Austin A40 historic race car. The  
bodyshell has returned from the total acid dip, and inevitably the list of repair work required is considerably 
longer than originally hoped. Because it is important for both the strength of the shell and the final appearance, 
we are sourcing panel work from Radford Panels, who manufacture their products by hand. The order includes 
new front wings and floors, as well as the sills that we knew needed replacing. Worryingly, dipping the body  
has revealed the generally poor quality of repairs over the years.
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Top: The inset of the front wing shows the level of corrosion and poor 
quality of past repairs Above: The bodyshell has now returned from the 

total acid dip, revealing the full extent of the task ahead

Above/right: These outstanding aviatrices have 
both flown solo from Capetown to the UK in a  
period biplane – Lady Mary Heath in 1928 and 
Tracey Curtis-Taylor in 2013

Few contemporary British sportswomen have surely matched the courage, passion and 
determination of such pioneering girls of the ‘20s and ‘30s as Brooklands babes Kay  
Petre, Elsie Wisdom and Dorothy Levitt, and fabulous flyers Amy Johnson, Lettice Curtis 
and Diana Barnato Walker. How sad then that the names of some equally legendary  
figures are now all but forgotten – eg Lady Mary Heath.

feather
Birds of a

 
Whilst Mary Heath was still a toddler, her 
crazed father bludgeoned her mother to 
death, causing her to be raised by a pair 
of maiden aunts, who discouraged her 
natural aptitude for sport. Far from being 
quashed, she rose to become a cham-
pion athlete (competing internationally in 
both the javelin and high jump) and helped 
fellow females gain Olympic status. She 
later became the first British woman to 
hold a commercial flying licence and 
to parachute from an aeroplane. How-
ever, what briefly made her one of the 
most famous women in the world was, 
in 1928, becoming the first pilot (male  
 

 

 
 
 

or female) to fly solo from Capetown to  
Britain in an open-cockpit biplane. 

Known in the US as ‘Britain’s Lady Lindy’ 
(ie the female equivalent of Charles Lind-
bergh), Mary befriended Amelia Earhart 
and  sold her the Avro Avian in which 
she’d made her record-breaking flight. 
Heath’s life then took a downturn, and she 
died in her native Ireland in 1939. Her dis-
tinguished aviation history, however, re-
cently served as the motivation for a new 
British aviatrix of international note.

 
 

 

Tracey  
Curtis-Taylor
 

Tracey has long since been in awe of the  
pioneer aviators, and is clearly hewn from 
the same family tree. Born in Stamford,  
Lincs., she and her two sisters were  
whisked away to Canada at the tender 
age of two. She revelled in the mountain 
landscape there, and was ambivalent 
about returning to the UK nine years 
hence. Her consolation was a horse 
she adored and worked overtime 
to keep, but which then died an agonising 
death when she was 17. Curtis-Taylor is 
in no doubt it was this sad equine saga 
that endowed her with the discipline and  
determination that are the hallmarks of her  
exciting but demanding life today.   
Read more >>

Lady Mary Heath
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of women in Africa to wildlife conservation – 
flight can be an inspiration for so many things. 
If all goes to plan, our next big adventure will 
be the re-enactment of Amy Johnson’s epic 
1930 flight to Australia, after which I’d like to 
ship the Stearman to America and fly it across 
the States in celebration of Boeing’s centenary 
year – it is another pioneering landmark and I 
have much to thank them for.”

She first flew as a teenager while on holiday
in Canada but it led nowhere in the short 
term – eg being a female pilot in the RAF 
was simply not an option in those days. Her 
early working life included brief stints with 
De Beers as a trainee diamond valuer and 
the Foreign Office, which she hoped would 
lead to a post in Africa – a continent she was 
longing to experience after years of reading 
about it. Chauvinism again reared its head  
though and, on being told the ‘the best you 
can hope for is to marry an ambassador’, 
she travelled to Johannesburg under her 
own steam. For nine months she waitressed 
and did door-to-door sales, in what were the 
closing years of apartheid, before returning 
overland to the UK in a Bedford truck. “Flying  
across Africa is physically demanding, but 
positively elegant compared with driving 
through the congo in the wet season, with 
miles of mud and rampant dysentery!” 

Curtis-Taylor then emigrated to New Zealand, 
where aviation became an immediate  
focus. “I used to hang around the aero 
club and hitch flights with the local farm-
ers. I also had my first taste of aerobatics,  
flying through the mountains and landing 
on beaches. It was a fantastic experience.” 
A PPL was followed by commercial and 
instructor’s licences before she combined 
the three talents of flying, photography and 
surveying in an aerial mapping role. “It was 
the best job I’ve ever had, but I felt an over-
whelming desire to return to England, so 
left my marriage, family, career and share 

in a WWII T6 Harvard – in fact everything 
except my whippet – and returned home.”
 
It was while based with the Shuttleworth 
Collection that the clouds parted and her 
future became clear. Long since inspired by 
such films as ‘Magnificent Men In Their Fly-
ing Machines’ and ‘Out Of Africa’ she had 
come to love flying early biplanes above 
all other aircraft, while her experience of 
Africa had left her aching to return there. 
It made sense to link the two desires, and 
recreating Mary Heath’s pioneering flight 
was the perfect justification. Her admiration 
for American radial aeroplanes made the 
Boeing Stearman the obvious choice of 
aircraft and a worldwide search led to the  
Austria-based company 3G Classic Aviation, 
who then restored and prepared a 1942 
example especially for her. After two years 
of sponsorship search, she managed to 
obtain invaluable backing from Boeing, 
but it was a letter to the CEO of Artemis 
Investments that finally turned her plan from 
dream to reality. 
 
So it was that Tracey and the 71-year 
old Spirit of Artemis took to the sky over  
Capetown on November 2, 2013, bound 
for Goodwood – as unsure as Mary Heath  

had been 85 years earlier what the coming  
weeks would hold. Yes, she had the apparent  
benefit of a Garmin GPS system, but: the 
Stearman was as similarly primitive as 
Heath’s Avian; the terrain and weather 
would be as demanding as ever; and the  
bureaucracy, air space limitations, paucity 
of aviation fuel and ever-present danger 
of war zones were problems never experi-
enced by the pioneering Heath. Ironically, 
Tracey was perhaps the greater anomaly of 
the two – flying what is effectively 1920s 
technology in a more troubled and deeply 
bureaucratic modern age.

But, like Heath, she conquered all before 
her – she flew 38 legs totalling 9,925 miles 
in 60 days via South Africa, Botswana,  
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda,  
Sudan and Egypt. And what an experience it 
was – she was hauled over the coals for two 
hours after over-flying Victoria Falls at 200ft 
instead of the prescribed 6,000. “I wasn’t 
going to miss the opportunity of a lifetime 
was I?!” Her connection with her heroines 
of the past was never stronger than flying 
over the Rift Valley – Heath had famously  
jettisoned shoes, books and even a tennis 
racquet to clear the ridge by 20ft – Curtis-
Taylor managed to retain all her belongings 
but the flashback was palpable. Ugandan 
military police threatened to impound the 
Artemis after she inadvertently flew over of 
the Presidential palace. The most spectacu-
lar day was flying low over Lake Natron in the 
Rift Valley, and even lower with the flamingos 
over Lake Magadi. The most distressing  
experience was seeing the carcass of a 
pregnant rhino which had been butchered 
by poachers in the Lewa Conservancy,  
north of Mount Kenya. The most harrowing 
was being trapped at a military airbase in 
Egypt, where the Stearman was tethered 

outside in the worst storm to hit the eastern 
Mediterranean in 100 years. “I was terrified 
it would be destroyed – it was one of the 
worst weeks of my life!”

So what next? After 30 years of aviation, 
Tracey now feels: “I have finally flown into  
my own life. My future lies with the Spirit 
of Artemis, with which I can hopefully as-
sist all manner of causes from the support 

Top right: Artemis over Lake Natron in the Rift 
Valley Right middle: Tracey fuelling up Artemis for 
one of what would be 38 legs, totalling 9,925 miles 
Bottom right: Artemis landing at Lewa

www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com

(The story of Tracey Curtis-Taylor’s epic flight from 
Capetown to Britain is fully captured by The Aviatrix, an 
award-winning documentary by Nylon Films. Further details 
of Tracey’s aviation exploits and the film can be found at 
www.birdinabiplane.com and www.theaviatrix.co.uk) 
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Seeking something constructive 
to do following WWI, car–loving 
friends Hugh Eric Orr-Ewing and 
Noel Campbell Macklin founded, in 
quick succession, the Eric-Camp-
bell and Silver Hawk marques. How-
ever, neither satisfied the restless 
Macklin who, encouraged by Mrs 
Lyle (of the sugar dynasty), aspired 
to create the ‘top gear’ car – ie one 
that could ascend steep ascents 
and even pull away from rest 
in its highest ratio.  

Enter the rakishly-British Invicta, financed 
by the Lyle brothers and Earl Fitzwilliam. 
The early cars were all constructed in the 
stables behind Macklin’s house in Cobham, 
Surrey, and powered by an innovative 
Coventry Climax engine, but this lacked the 
required torque and production versions 
were equipped with six cylinder Meadows 
units – initially of 2.6-litres. Already an  
experienced marketer, Macklin organised 
for his attractive sister-in-law, Violette 

Cordery, to head an endurance test at 
Monza. The first attempt was abandoned 
after an accident but, by combining the 
best parts of two 3 litre-engined cars, the 
team went on to break four international 
and 33 Italian records. Joining forces with 
her sister Evelyn, the irrepressible Violette 
subsequently twice won the Dewar Trophy 
for Invicta – first by completing a 10,000-
mile world tour, and second by travelling 
an astonishing 30,000 miles in 30,000 
minutes around Brooklands. 
 
By 1930 the more powerful Invictas  
sported 4.5-litre Meadows engines, and it 
was this unit that propelled the much cov-
eted, ‘under-slung’ S–Type model. ‘Sammy’ 
Davis had a spectacular accident at 
Brooklands in 1931, but completely exon-
erated the car from blame. Donald Healey 
had huge success in the Alpine and Monte 
Carlo rallies with S-Types, winning the lat-
ter event outright in 1931, while Raymond 
Mays used them to set new class records 
for the Brooklands Mountain Circuit and 
achieved the outright Shelsley Walsh hill-
climb record for sports cars in 1932.

Owing to the fall-out from the Wall Street 
crash, in 1933 Invicta ceased trading 
and Macklin went on to create the Railton 
marque with Reid Railton. Co-incidentally 
a few weeks before Macklin’s death in 
1946 the Invicta Car Development Co., 
of Virginia Water, Surrey, announced the 
highly innovative Black Prince, complete 
with DOHC Meadows power, Brockhouse 
hydro-kinetic transmission and fully  
independent suspension. The target  
market simply didn’t exist in such austere 
times, however, and just 15 were  
completed before the remaining company 
assets were acquired by AFN in 1950. 
The historic name briefly resurfaced in the 
2000s, but will be best remembered for  
the handsome Macklin-inspired sports 
cars of 70 years before.

MISSING MONIKER
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Invicta
The author of the world’s most  
famous fictional spy was the second of 
four brothers born to Eve and Valentine 
Fleming. The son of a successful 
Scottish banker, Valentine became  
a member of parliament for Henley-on-
Thames before serving with the Queen’s 
Own Oxfordshire Hussars in WWI,  
during which he was sadly killed in 
Ypres a week before Ian’s ninth birthday. 

 
Fleming junior was educated at Eton, where he ex-
celled at athletics if not academically. Following an 
equally unremarkable stint at Reuters he became 
what he himself described as ‘the world’s worst 
stockbroker’. It was as assistant to the director 
of the Naval Intelligence Division during WWII that 
Fleming not only discovered his métier, but sub-
consciously gathered much of the material from 
which the incomparable Commander Bond was  
subsequently born.

Following the cessation of hostilities, Ian assumed 
the post of foreign manager for Kemsley newspa-
pers (the Sunday Times etc) and, while he sometimes 
contributed to the titles, it wasn’t until 1952 that the 
author in him finally surfaced in the first of 14 Bond 
stories, Casino Royale. It was penned at Goldeneye,  
Ian’s Jamaican residence that he named after one 
of the WWII operations in which he was involved.  
 
Fleming was a life-long car enthusiast. Nowadays 
Bond is arguably best associated with the Aston Mar-

tin DB5 he drove in the films Goldfinger, Thunderball 
and Skyfall, but in the first three books Ian allocated 
him a battleship grey 1930 Blower Bentley. 007 
then progressed via a MKVI Bentley convertible to an  
R-Type Continental. The book Goldfinger was written 
six years before the launch of the DB5, and the model 
he drove in that was an Aston Martin DB MKIII; 
though Fleming erroneously referred to it as a DBIII.
 
The first car Fleming himself owned was a Morris nick-
named Zoroastra, while his last was a Studebaker 
Avanti. He penned Chitty Chitty Bang Bang as bed-
time reading for his son Caspar, and his inspiration  

for the magical vehicle that flies, floats and even 
thinks was drawn from the series of aero-engined 
racers built by Count Louis Zborowski. Though not 
a competitive driver himself, Fleming nevertheless 
experienced motorsport success – during his first 
foreign assignment for Reuters, he co-drove Donald 
Healey in an Invicta S-type on the 1932 Alpine Rally. 
They not only won the coveted Coupe des Glaciers for 
a penalty free run, but set a new record for the ascent of 
the fearsome Stelvio pass.

IAN LANCASTER FLEMING (1908-1964)
Right: The Dr. No film team 
– Cubby Broccoli, Sean Con-
nery, Ian Fleming and Harry 
Saltzman 
 
Below right: Fleming with the 
Invicta S-Type he co-drove for 
Donald Healey in the 1932 
Alpine Rally

Above: Violette Cordery entering the Brooklands 
paddock in a Works S-Type Invicta – photo courtesy 

of the Brooklands Society. Left: An ex-Raymond 
Mays S-Type Invicta with rare Vanden Plas bodywork.  
This photo is courtesy of Jo Moss Kitcher, Secretary 

of The Invicta Car Club, who greatly assisted with 
this feature – jomosskitcher@btinternet.com



Motorsport is generally regarded as an elitist pursuit, and small wonder when even the  
F1 grid is shrinking due to lack of funds. However, it is a pastime that takes many forms, 
and at the other end of the scale can still deliver affordable fun – Motoring Classics reflects 
on one of Britain’s oldest automotive challenges.

A TRIAL WITHOUT UNDUE 
TRIBULATION
The MCC’s Land’s End event

Many regarded the early motorcycles 
as smelly anti-social contraptions, that 
kicked up dust and frightened the horses 
that still dominated the highways and  
byways. To the youth of the day though, 
they were an exciting passport to freedom 
and they wanted to share that enthusiasm 
with fellow riders – clearly a club 
was required. So in October 1901,
T. Underwood organised an exploratory 
meeting at Frascati’s restaurant, London. 
The 30 attendees were of one mind, and 
‘The Motor Cycling Club’ (MCC) was of-
ficially founded the following month. 

Social gatherings and minor com-
petition were soon joined by 
individual or collective tests of speed  
and reliability – eg in 1902 the club’s cap-
tain, E.H. Arnott, rode from Land’s End to 
John O’Groats in 65 hours 45 minutes on 
a French-built Werner. The idea of such 
automotive ‘trials’ was not entirely new, 
even then – eg the Automobile Club had 
organised a 1,000 mile event for cars 
back in 1900, that attracted 65 entries 
and lasted an astonishing 20 days.  
However, it was the MCC that would go on 
to establish the three best known ones, all 
of which are run to this day – the London to 
Edinburgh, Land’s End and Exeter events.

The man invited to assume the presidency 
of the MCC in 1908 was none other than 
Sherlock Holmes’s creator, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle. However the club had a  
sensible back-up plan in the form of the  
ubiquitous Charles Jarrott (see our AA fea-
ture, P16/17), and it was he who took the 
reins and immediately introduced the 600 
mile-long ‘London-to-Land’s End and Back’  
trial, that first occurred over the 1908 

August bank holiday. Entry was limited to 
motorcycles, tricars and sidecar outfits 
and cost one guinea. Twenty one machines 
started of which 11 finished – the victor was 
S. G. Frost astride a Minerva. The effect on 
the folks of the West Country, to whom Lon-
don probably seemed on another planet, 
was profound. They lined the narrow dirt 
roads in considerable numbers, cheering 
on the weary, travel-stained competitors. 
It was as much a milestone for the  
motorbikes as the riders, for only two years 
before, the Daily Mail had published a feature 
entitled ‘The Failure of the Motor-Cycle’ 
which disparagingly portrayed the invention 
as ‘The Cinderella of the wheel trade’.

By 1910 the event had moved to the Easter 
weekend – establishing a tradition that 
stands today. The route remained as before – 
ie down through Salisbury, Exeter, Launces-
ton, Bodmin and Penzance, and back again. 
However, as public roads and motorcycle 
reliability improved, the club countered 
with ever-tougher formats, and 1911 
brought the first of the ‘observed sections’ 
– passages of notably tricky terrain that  
have to be completed without stopping, and 
now form the meat of the event. 1912 was 
the first occasion the infamous Beggars 
Roost came into play – although on an ACU 
rather than MCC event. It has, however, 
featured in all MCC Land’s End Trials since 
1922, and is as prominent in any trialist’s lex-
icon as Blue Hills Mine, Lynton and Porlock.

Cars had been admitted to the Edinburgh 
trial as far back as 1906, but it was not 
until 1914 that the Land’s End one was 
opened to light cars and cycle cars – 
that year the four-wheelers accounted for 
36 of 174 entries and included a Singer  

driven by Lionel Martin, later of Aston Martin 
fame. As the event evolved it attracted 
ever more prominent competitors (such as 
Donald Healey, Archie Frazer-Nash, Cecil 
Kimber, ‘Sammy’ Davis, George Abecassis, 
George Brough, Kaye Don, H J Aldington and 
HFS Morgan); often at the wheel of works or 
semi-works entries, as the manufacturers 
increasingly saw the benefit of advertising 
their success in so challenging an event.  

Many memorable teams have competed  
too, from the famous ‘Cream Cracker’ 
trio of MG Midgets to those of the army, 
who for many years used the event as 
a training exercise. In its heyday of the 
1920s/1930s, entries of well over 500 
were not uncommon. The enthusiast 
press devoted pages to it every year and 
the crowds turned out in their thousands.  
Happily, the legend lives on, with annual en-
tries still in the 400 region. The route is just 
one way these days and no longer begins 
in London. Most road-going vehicles are  
admissible (with the exception of 4x4s),  
and there is  a less rigorous route (class ‘O’) 
for those especially worried about  
vehicle damage. The best news of all? 
There’s still time to bag an entry for 2015! 
   
Further details at   
www.themotorcyclingclub.org.uk  

Main photo and other colour shots courtesy  
of Charlie Wooding. Black and white images  

courtesy of L to R: MPL, National Motor Museum;  
LAT; MPL, National Motor Museum
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In true form, Brussels has seen fit to pro-
tect us from ourselves by banning the  
general use of a whole string of chemicals, 
one of which is hexavalent chromic acid, the 
substance responsible for the unique bluish 
brightness of traditional car chrome. These 
2007 REACH regulations have already 
caused motor manufacturers to select al-
ternative finishes. The aftermarket has until 
2019 latest to comply with the mandate.

Historically

The plating process used by the UK classic 
car industry requires considerable invest-
ment in specialist plant, machinery and 
precious metals. It varies from company to 
company, but generally entails:

• Inspecting the item to gauge the level  
 of preparation needed

• Immersing it in a cyanide and caustic  
 acid mix to remove grease and rust

• Removing the old plating by sinking the  
 part into concentrated sulphuric acid,  
 through which a 3000 amp electrical  
 charge is passed

• Progressing to the ‘linishing’ stage; a  
 complex form of polishing using a wide  
 variety of grinders, abrasive belts,  
 mops etc

• De-greasing and electrically cleaning  
 – this involves high amperages and  
 caustic liquids 

• Applying one coat of copper cyanide  
 [very few companies do this]

• Applying a coat of acid copper  
 [most companies do this] 

• Polishing of the copper coat  
 and removing the build-up on  
 component edges

• Applying the crucial nickel plating;  
 the second base layer that gives true  
 protection from the elements and,  
 until the 1930s, was the finishing coat  
 of choice for most automotive  
 manufacturers
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• Using hexavalent chromic acid as the  
 active ingredient, apply the final finish,  
 which should only be a few microns   
 thick. Too little  electrical charge and  
 the coverage will be imperfect - too   
 much and the result will be unpolishable  
 ‘hard chrome’

• To finish, a hot soap wash and oven  
 dry before final inspection and  
 hand polishing

The process is highly labour intensive and 
demands a considerable level of skill and 
experience. The equipment and plating  
mediums required are expensive and tough 
to manage at optimum performance levels. 
Never was the expression ‘you get what 
you pay for’ more apt!

The future

When the enforced change takes place, it 
will no longer be possible for re-chromers 
to use the highly toxic hexavalent chromic 
acid. Instead they will be forced to adopt 
the more user-friendly trivalent equivalent. 
Unfortunately, not only does this fail to pro-
duce the deep, period-correct lustre our 
vehicles require, it also lacks the durability 
of its proven cousin. 

According to Alan Olner of specialist plat-
er Marque Restore, the whole regulation 

change is misjudged, and the classic car 
industry should press for exemption be-
fore it is too late: “We already have rigor-
ous checks and balances in place. We are 
monitored fortnightly for air quality, and 
harmful emissions rarely approach 10% of 
the legally allowed value. 
 
“Even though we are flat out re-chroming 
all sorts of parts for the classic restoration 
sector, I doubt whether we even employ 
10kg of hexavalent chromic acid a year, 
which is far less than that used by the hard 
chromers (companies that plate hydrau-
lic rams etc, where durability rather than 
decoration is the total priority). Then there 
is the huge question of the potential devalu-
ation of valuable vehicles resulting from a 
general loss of quality and potential mis-
match with existing chrome components.  
It really is a case of using a sledgehammer 
to crack a nut.”

If the UK does adopt the new regulations 
in their existing form, and there is no ex-
emption for the classic vehicle chroming 
industry, the many small (and often family-
run) businesses involved would be required 
to invest c.£40,000 in new equipment and 
products. As a result some are likely to 
cease trading, with the inevitable loss of 
jobs. It is to be hoped common sense will 
prevail. In case not, it might be advisable 
to get your plating jobs attended to while 
traditional standards are still assured.

Choosing a supplier

Nothing beats a recommendation from 
your motor club or trusted fellow enthusi-
ast. Don’t worry about geographical loca-
tion – most companies have well organ-
ised collection and delivery services. Do, 
however, be sure to select a plater with 
proven automotive experience, and avoid 
ones specialising in decorative chrome for 
internal use, such as furniture and shop  
fittings – the result may be cheap but  
probably won’t be fit for purpose. 

Finally – invest in some top quality chrome 
polish. This’ll not only clean the new 
surface but protect it against future  
tarnishing and corrosion. 

These suppliers are among those with  
classic vehicle experience:

www.marquerestore.co.uk (Coventry)

www.classicsandchrome.co.uk (Hinckley)

www.stchrome.co.uk (Bristol)

www.derbyplating.co.uk (Derby)

www.ashfordchroming.com (Kent)

www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com

All that
Glitters...Glitters...

One of the many things that distinguish our cherished classics from contemporary 
cars is chrome – the perfect lustrous complement to glossy paintwork. And, until 
now, getting bright-work refurbished to original specification was little harder than 
having bodywork resprayed. That could be about to change forever.

Opposite page: Before and after shots of an E-Type quarter bumper. Above left: A component being removed from a bright nickel 
plating tank. Above right: The hexavalent chromic acid plating tank in operation. All photos courtesy of Marque Restore



Following the debacle of the Le 
Mans Classic came the next MG Car 
Club Ecurie GTS event – a 50 min-
ute pitstop race at Donington Park 
on August 3. My engine had been  
rebuilt and I was looking forward to 
a run on what is one of my favourite 
circuits. Though I qualified 6th, the 
gap to 3rd was less than two tenths  
of a second. That said, the pole-win-
ning Halstead/McPherson Turner, 
and Tom Smith’s MGB were over a sec-
ond quicker than the rest of the field. 

I made a good start and slotted into 
4th behind Pete Foster’s TR4. The 
Robin Ellis Lotus Elite went by on 
lap 3, after which Pete, Robin and 
myself circulated in close company 
until lap 8, when Robin pitted with 
a problem. Pete stopped on lap 
17 and I followed in a lap later.  
However, none of the designated 
timers initially noticed me, costing 
me an agonising 11 seconds, of 
which I was only able to recover  
three by the end. Very frustrating!

There was then a long gap until the 
GTS race at Oulton Park on Sep-
tember 6. This was a 40 minute  
affair with compulsory pitstop, and 
a very disappointing entry of just 
11 cars. I qualified poorly in 5th but 
made a good start and initially lay 
3rd behind Martin Richardson and 
Andrew Bentley, also in MGBs. Hav-
ing briefly dropped to 5th I regained 
3rd on Lap 7 when Martin pitted 
with a problem and, whilst I couldn’t 
keep up with Pete, I was able to 
gradually pull out a small gap over 
Will Linley (MGB). I made my pitstop 
on Lap 9, with Will and Pete pitting 
one lap later. After the stops I was 
about 20 seconds behind Pete, but 
4 seconds ahead of Will. Pete then 
really set about closing the gap 
between himself and Andrew, and 
finally passed him on the last lap 
for a great win. My race ended just 
a lap and a half from the finish, as 
my oil pressure disappeared once 
more, costing me an almost certain 
3rd place. Agh! 

I was therefore particularly look-
ing forward to the next outing, my 
first crack at the Spa Six hours, 
courtesy of somebody else’s MGB. 
Unfortunately, that attempt at glory 
ended before I’d even taken the 
wheel, the car being crashed after 
half an hour in the type of torrential 
rain Spa so often delivers!

The next home event was an AMOC 
Equipe GTS one on September 27  
– a half hour race on the Snetter-
ton 300 circuit. Again there was a 
very disappointing entry of only 12 
cars, but I did manage to qualify on 
pole, just three tenths faster than 
Pete Foster. I made a good start 
too, but Pete eased past me on the 
long Senna straight and, despite my 
best efforts, that was how it stayed 
until the end. The gap was less 
than a second for most of the race, 
and less than half a second at the 
flag, but that much sought after win  
remains elusive!

British Motor Heritage MD John Yea reports from the cockpit

Motoring Classics in

The final meeting of the season 
was again at Snetterton for two MG 
Car Club Ecurie GTS races on the 
shorter 200 circuit over the week-
end of October 4/5. This time there 
were a mere 10 cars entered, of 
which I qualified 4th behind the Elva 
Courier of Peter Barnard, and the 
TR4s of Pete Foster and Richard 
McKoen. The Saturday afternoon 
race was held in atrocious weather  
conditions, with the track awash 
with heavy rain. I made a good 
start but then span out of 3rd in the 
middle of Coram corner on the first 
lap. Fortunately everyone missed 
me, and I resumed in 8th position. I 
am not normally a good wet weath-
er driver, but was really annoyed 
with myself and soon realised I 
was catching the cars ahead quite 
quickly. Overtaking manoeuvres 
were something else, as visibility 
was very poor and pulling out to 
pass on the straights was point-
less as the car aquaplaned, losing 
 

traction and therefore speed when 
off-line. However, I persevered 
and finally made it back to 3rd; 
albeit a long way behind Pete Fos-
ter, who finished 2nd just behind  
Peter Barnard.  

We lined up once more at 9am on 
the Sunday morning and, although 
it was clear and sunny, the circuit 
was still very damp in places, with  
a small river across the track on the 
exit of Coram corner. I managed to 
hold 3rd at the start, but was unable 
to stay with Peter and Pete in the 
mixed conditions. I was then briefly 
passed by Richard McKoen but able 
to get him back and whilst it was 
a close fought affair, I managed 
to cling onto 3rd until the end. So 
there were finally some reason-
able results with which to counter 
some of this season’s many  
disappointments and frustrations. 
That’s motor racing for you!

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY  
OF DICKON SIDDALL
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The AA (the Automobile Association) has been tending the needs of ever-demanding motorists 
since 1905, since when cars have changed out of all recognition and the number on Britain’s 
roads has risen from a few thousand to 32million. Motoring Classics salutes an organisation 
that’s somehow evolved to be as relevant today as it was 109 years ago. 
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free-of-charge local calls – 19 boxes  
remain, eight of which are Grade II listed  
buildings.

Following WWI, members were encour-
aged to use Benzole, a British fuel derived 
from coal tar. But distribution relied on 
drivers collecting and storing 50 gallon 
drums, so in 1920 The AA launched the 
country’s first roadside filling station at 
Aldermaston, Berkshire. Ten more were 
created over the ensuing 12 years, by 
which time fuel companies had seized 
the commercial initiative. The first  
patrols equipped with motorcycle  
combinations appeared in 1920, their 
sidecars containing tools, spare parts 
and fuel. By 1968 these had largely 
been replaced by suitably liveried cars 
and vans, but solo motorbikes were 
re-introduced in 1972 to combat ur-
ban congestion, and are still employed  
today. All the while, membership num-
bers increased in leaps and bounds:  
1920 – 100,000; 1957 – 2million; 1998 
– 9million. Today, despite fierce competi-
tion from numerous rival organisations, 
the figure stands at 13million.
 

Never afraid to trial new ideas or 
revisit old ones, The AA in:  

• 1906 – Erected its first road sign.  
 It showed the place name – Hatfield   
 – and mileage to nearby towns. The  
 Association also became involved in  
 foreign travel  

• 1908 – Introduced its famous  
 handbook, listing 1,500 agents  
 and repairers

• 1929 – Created an aviation section  
 that went on to produce the first  
 air-route maps and weather  
 information service for pilots 

• 1949 – Launched a night-time  
 breakdown service in London that 
 was gradually extended to the  
 rest of the country, and led the  
 protest against petrol rationing 

• 1967 – Formed its own insurance 
 service – the UK’s leading  
 independent car and home broker  

• 1973 – Launched AA Relay that  
 guaranteed to transport seriously 
 broken-down vehicles with  
 passengers to anywhere in Britain  

• 1992 – Launched the AA Driving School  

• 2004 – Introduced the AA Telephone 
 Savings Account   

• 2006 – Published its first Patrolman 
 Pete book for children   

• 2007 – Launched Fuel Assist, to  
 combat the growing problem 
 of misfuelling   

• 2008 – Registered The AA Charitable  
 Trust to educate and campaign  
 on road safety issues, and promote   
 eco-driving  

• 2010 – Hired John Cleese to help  
 introduce Home Emergency  
 Response, covering everything from   
 burst pipes to broken boilers

The above serves only to hint at the 
organisation’s breadth of activities over 
the years, but it is as a breakdown  
service it is still best known, the figures 

for which speak for themselves: 

In 2012:
 
• The AA attended 3.5million   
 breakdowns   
• The busiest day was February 3,  
 with 19,000 call-outs 
• Batteries accounted for the most  
 breakdowns – 0.5million   
• Flat tyres were the second most 
 common problem – 357,500   
• 150,000 members were rescued 
 from motorways   
• More than 2,600 children and  
 1,000 pets were rescued from  
 locked cars  

• Patrols fixed or replaced over 5,500  
 light bulbs and nearly 2,000  
 windscreen wipers  

• 162,000 windscreens were replaced 

The AA today – demutualised in 1999, 
it became a public company in June this 
year; a flotation that valued Britain’s larg-
est roadside recovery service at nearly 
£1.4bn. Headquartered in Basingstoke 
since 1973, it nowadays boasts a work-
force of 8,000. There can be few more 
welcome sights than an AA patrol when 
your car has died on a cold, wet even-
ing. That the service has succeeded for 
over a century, stems from its arguably 
unique ability to keep reinventing itself 
and meet the ever-changing demands 
of the moment. For further details see 
www.theaa.com. 

In 1903, the national speed limit rose from 
14mph to a heady 20mph, a law the police 
enforced with vigour tantamount to perse-
cution. The courts were equally harsh, with 
a typical fine being £5 (a month’s wages for 
many) or four weeks in jail. Racing driver 
and London motor dealer Charles Jarrott 
was among those to strongly oppose the 
trend and assembled a group of cyclists 
to patrol the Brighton road and forewarn 

speeding drivers of any police presence. 
The practice was formalised in June 1905, 
when Jarrott and colleagues formed ‘The 
Motorists’ Mutual Association’. A fortnight 
later the name changed to ‘The Automo-
bile Association’ and by 1912 there were 
no less than 950 cycle patrols operating 
across the country, whose remit had  
extended to helping those who’d broken 
down. The AA was in full swing.

Those joining the organisation were issued 
with vehicle badges, which required a  
salute from passing patrols – a prac-
tice that continued until 1962, when it 
was abandoned in the interests of road 
safety. The first AA phone boxes were 
installed in 1912 as shelters for the pa-
trols. By the mid-1950s the number had 
grown to 1,000, from which members 
could now contact patrols and even make 
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Ageless
Angel
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See www.bexhill-
museum.co.uk  
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Heritage gloves 
Allow your friend or loved 
one to ‘feel the wheel’ like 
never before with a pair 
of Heritage classic leather 
driving gloves. Available in 
all regular sizes and finished 
in the choice of black or 
dark brown, they are priced 
at a very affordable £29.95 
inc VAT. 

Powermonkey  
Discovery 
Arguably a classic car 
owner’s best friend is 
his/her mobile phone 
– the first item we all now 
reach for when stranded or in 
danger. That’s all well and good if the 
phone’s battery is still charged. Enter the  
Discovery, a light, compact charger that will  
recharge a standard mobile phone 3 – 4 times. It’s 
also compatible with iPhones, eReaders, Sat/NAVs, 
iPods, MP3 Players etc. £45.00 inc VAT. 

Tex mirrors and wipers 
 
The renowned Tex brand is these 
days owned by British Motor Herit-
age and the quality mirror and  
wipers products are manufactured 
on site at the company’s headquar-
ters in Witney, Oxfordshire.  
 
The classic mirror range includes 
fitments for wing, door and quarterlight as well as some 
replacement glasses, while that for wipers comprises 
arms and blades and a selection of related washer 
products. A wide selection of items covering cars from 
the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s.

Picnic baskets 
 
Solve the problem of eating on  
any outing with one of our  
traditional Farnham wicker  
picnic hampers. Prices from  
£150.00 inc VAT. 

Travel bags 
In addition to its very popular 
suitcases, Motoring Classics 
offers a hand-crafted 32 litre 
travel bag. Produced in soft 
calf leather and complete with 
full length zip, shoulder strap 
and reinforced corners, it can 
be ordered in black or brown 
and adorned with either the 
MG or Austin-Healey logo. 
£199.50 inc VAT. 

Heritage key rings 
The perfect stocking presents, 
these smart, quality rings have 
leather fobs available in either 
brown or black and embossed 
with MG, Triumph or Austin-Hea-
ley logos. £9.50 inc VAT. 

Other specific gift options include:

Car care and maintenance products: 

• The renowned range of Autoglym polishes,  
 cleaners etc 
• Tailor Made indoor car covers
• The Hamilton range of indoor and outdoor  
 car covers
• Renovo specialist car hood products 
• Powermonkey Startmonkey 400 (available with  
 either crocodile clips or Anderson plug)
• CTEK battery chargers
• DVDs of many original technical publications  
 for MG, Triumph, Austin-Healey, Land Rover,  
 Jaguar models etc

Chassis and body parts and accessories: 

• Moto-Lita steering wheels
• Samco Classic silicone hose kits
• EBC brake discs and pads for road and  
 competition use

 
 
• PowerStop brake kits
• Goodridge braided brake hoses
• Uprated anti-roll bars for various MG  
 and Triumph models
• BMH replacement bodyshells for Mini, MGB,  
 Sprite/Midget etc

Plus: 

• A mouth-watering selection of model cars and  
 commercial vehicles in a variety of scales from  
 1/43rd to 1/18th 
• Luxury leather suitcases
• Top quality MG watches
• Authentic Irvin flying jackets
• The Greycar range of headgear, overalls,  
 gloves etc
• Nubuck and quilted car coats
• BMC overalls and shirts
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Trying to find that special present for the motoring guy or gal who appears to 
have everything can be quite a teaser, but one the ever-expanding line-up of  
Motoring Classics items might just solve for you. There’s something for  
everybody – and every pocket too, with prices ranging from £9.50 to £8,500.00.

Gift vouchers 
For those preferring their  
recipients to have the final 
choice of present, gift  
vouchers are available  
from £10 to £200. 

Deciding what’s best for  
your friends and loved  
ones couldn’t be easier, 
just log onto  
www.motoringclassics.co.uk 
for the company’s full  
selection of exciting car  
and personal items.

Christmas 
crackers from



Zircotec coatings, widely used by today’s Formula One teams, have also proved to 
be an invaluable way to control under-bonnet temperatures in classic race and road 
cars alike, helping to solve the age-old problems of fuel vapourisation and heat soak.

Authorised distributor and technical support
e: sales@bmh-ltd.com     t: 01993 707200

Call us now on 0800 107 2513 and quote ref. A1056

Another Which? accolade  
for the 9th year

 
when you buy Roadside Assistance  
and National Recovery
Annual payment only

£25
to treat yourself1

1. The £25 voucher offer is only available to new customers purchasing Roadside assistance and National Recovery (Relay) using an annual payment method. Customers paying for their membership on a monthly basis are not eligible for 
this offer. Qualifying purchasers can choose a £25 gift card that can be spent at one of the following selected retailers: Pizza Express, Zizzi, Nando’s, Beefeater Grill, TGI FRiDAY’S, Starbucks, Costa, Caffè Nero, Odeon, Vue and Cineworld. 
The voucher will be fulfilled on behalf of the AA by a third party, Xexec. We’ll send you details on how to choose and claim your voucher by email or post, after a validation period of 28 days from the cover purchase date. You’ll need 
to select which retailer your voucher will be spent at within three months of contact and the voucher will be valid for 12 months from the date of issue. Customers will only be offered a voucher if they meet eligible purchase criteria and 
are an active member at 28 days following purchase. The AA reserve the right to decline voucher claims where payment has not been received or a refund has been given. Only one voucher will be allocated per policy and there is no 
cash alternative to the voucher (or any part of it). The offer ends 03 December 2014 and is not available to customers arriving from ‘cashback’ websites including Quidco, Top Cashback, Asperity and Greasy Palm. The AA reserves the 
right to withdraw or alter this promotion without prior notice at any time. Please note all information is correct at time of print – October 2014. AA Breakdown Cover is arranged by Automobile Association Insurance Services Limited, an 
insurance intermediary authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered office: Fanum House, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 4EA. Registered in England and Wales number 2414212.
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