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I vividly remember the last time I rode on 
a London bus. I was taking my family to 
view the dressage at the 2012 Olympics 
and the humble double-decker was the 
best of the transport options. I couldn’t 
believe how much I enjoyed the ride, 
which recalled many a happy childhood 
memory. In this issue we salute the 
model that served the capital for a record 
50 years, and was voted among Britain’s 
top 10 design icons – the venerable AEC 
Routemaster. Prepare to board………

Flying was still in its infancy when WWI 
broke out, but it didn’t stop thousands 
of brave young pilots taking to the skies 
in fragile fabric-clad wooden craft held 
together with piano wires. It was an 
extraordinary period of aviation, about 
which many of us know relatively little, 
which is why our visit to Stow Maries 
(the UK’s most original and complete 
WWI aerodrome) proved to be such a 
memorable day out. We’ve also devoted 
a few pages to the subject of car lifts, 
and those concerned with storage and 
parking in particular. As the market 
place is quite crowded, we sought the 
assistance of a company specifically 
targeting the collectors’ car sector and 
found the results quite illuminating.

This edition’s Classic Character is the 
multi-talented Maurice Gatsonides who 
contested the Monte Carlo rally an 
astonishing 23 times. His car designs 
were ahead of their time, as was the 
most famous of his inventions – the 

Gatso speed camera – though that 
reputedly caused a few motorsport 
friends to cross him off their Christmas 
card list. Our latest Missing Moniker 
column concerns Berkeley, the dinky 
three and four-wheel fibreglass sports 
cars that were a short-lived offshoot of 
the caravan industry.

If you’ve ever replaced the interior trim 
of a popular classic, then you’ve almost 
certainly experienced the excellent 
craftsmanship of Newton Commercial, 
who you can read all about on P3. Add in 
news of John Yea’s recent exploits in the 
BMH race cars and general BMH product 
news, and there’s hopefully something of 
interest to all our readers.

Enjoy!

Follow us on:

@MotoringClassic

Motoring Classics

Above: what might have been – The Ford-powered Berkeley Bandit showed lots 
of promise, but the bank foreclosed on the company before manufacture could 
progress beyond a pair of prototypes

www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.comwww.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.comwww.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com

   
 2

www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com

C
O

VE
R

 P
H

O
TO

: A
N

 IC
O

N
IC

 A
N

D 
O

N
CE

 F
AM

IL
IA

R 
SI

G
HT

 –
 A

 R
O

UT
EM

AS
TE

R 
BU

S 
 

CR
O

SS
IN

G
 L

O
N

DO
N

’S
 W

ES
TM

IN
ST

ER
 B

RI
DG

E 
W

IT
H 

BI
G

 B
EN

 A
N

D 
TH

E 
HO

US
ES

 O
F 

 
PA

RL
IA

M
EN

T 
FO

R 
CO

M
PA

N
Y.

 P
HO

TO
 C

O
UR

TE
SY

 O
F 

AL
AM

Y

Motoring Classics reproduction 
in whole or any part of any text,  
photograph or illustration without  
written permission of the publisher 
is strictly prohibited. The publish-
er makes every effort to ensure 
the magazine’s contents are correct 
but can accept no  responsibility 
for any effects from errors  
or omissions.  

NB Motoring Classics is the printed 
and online publication of British Motor 
Heritage and its retail trading arm.

Publisher:
British Motor Heritage Limited, 
Range Road, Cotswold Business 
Park, Witney  OX29 OYB, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1993 707200
Email: info@bmh-ltd.com

Editorial:
Gordon Bruce Associates
Email: info@gordonbruce.com
Web:  www.gordonbruce.com 
 
Design and production:
Lead Designer: Emma Green 
Flipside Group
www.flipsidegroup.com 

 

Gordon Bruce 
Editor



www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.comwww.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com

NEWTON  
COMMERCIAL
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The proverb ‘necessity is the mother of invention’ could have been coined for Newton 
Commercial, for it was when working for a radiator manufacturer that Richard Newton 
was told if he couldn’t find someone to refurbish a client’s lorry seats, he would lose 
that particular account. Unable to source a local trimmer, he purchased suitable 
material and his wife Vera fashioned a new cover on her mother’s Singer sewing 
machine. Two weeks later a further 10 seats emerged for repair. In no time the couple 
were producing replacement trim for commercial vehicles, milk floats, police cars, 
tractors and even A-10 American military aircraft. Newton Commercial had been born.

Thirty nine years later the still 
burgeoning enterprise is run by the 
Newton’s son Jonny, and has become 
the world leader in the manufacture of 
interior trim for classic cars. If you’ve 
ever purchased replacement trim 
panels, moulded carpet sets, or seat 
products for an MG or Triumph TR from 
a major supplier or car club, then the 
chances are they were hand-crafted 
by Newton’s 55-strong band of skilled 
men and women. Indeed, 80 percent 
of its output is in such trade sales, 
but a host of such products is also 
available direct to the public for the 
Morris Minor; classic Mini; MGF; Ford 
Escort and Capri; VW Beetle, Golf, T2, 
T4 and T25; Porsche 911/912 etc.

These days Newton Commercial 
operates from smart 26,000 sq ft 
industrial premises at Leiston, Suffolk. 
Growth has already necessitated the 
installation of mezzanine flooring, 
but there is land available for further 
expansion when required. The company 

makes all its own forming tools, while 
95 percent of the raw materials used 
in the manufacture of its award-winning 
products are sourced within the UK. 
Pride is taken in selecting exactly 
the right colour, grain and texture of 
those materials so the resulting goods 
look exactly as per the originals. The 
cutting department employs every 
conceivable device from old-school 
scissors to state-of-the-art 21st 
century technology and, if it’s your 
seats that need attention, Newton can 

do everything from recovering them 
to creating complete replacements.

With the perennial popularity of British 
classics the world over, it’s perhaps 
unsurprising that 40 percent of the 
company’s output is exported. Europe 
and the USA are the main markets, but 
most major countries have been sold to 
at one time or another. Further details of 
this fascinating family business can be 
found at www.newtoncomm.co.uk. 

HERITAGE
APPROVED SPECIALIST
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When is a bus more than a bus? Answer - when it is so loved, so revered that it becomes a symbol of its 
surroundings. And this is exactly what happened to the AEC Routemaster that faithfully served London for 
no less than 50 years. It was the last such vehicle to be designed and built in London by Londoners for 
Londoners, and ultimately the last to continuously feature conductors as well as drivers. In 2006 it was 
voted among Britain’s top 10 design icons, alongside the Concorde, Mini, Supermarine Spitfire, London 
Tube Map, World Wide Web and K2 telephone box. It even became a key issue in the 2008 London 
mayoral election clash between Ken Livingstone - who’d banished the original (despite once saying that 
anyone who did so would have to be ‘a ghastly dehumanised moron’!) - and Boris Johnson, who pledged to 
(and ultimately did) commission a 21st century replacement. No, there has never been another British bus 
quite so humanised as the Routemaster and almost certainly won’t be again.

OPTIMUM 
OMNIBUS
The

Passenger:  “Do you stop at the Ritz?”  
Conductor:  “No lady, not on my wages.”
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Continued overleaf>

OPTIMUM 
OMNIBUS

Britain’s capital has benefited from a 
bus facility since 1829, when George 
Shillibeer introduced a horse-drawn 
omnibus service from Paddington to 
the city. Effectively a cheaper though 
more capacious form of stagecoach, the 
vehicles were nevertheless expensive to 
run, as the animals could only operate 
for about two hours at a time, meaning 
a number of horses were required for 
each vehicle. They also needed stables 
and (unlike mechanically-powered buses) 
consumed fuel even when they weren’t 
working. For such reasons, by 1880 
the bus industry was suffering severe 
competition from the growth of electric 
trams and a viable replacement for the 
venerable but costly horse was sought. 
It arrived in c.1904 in the form of the 
inaugural petrol-powered motor buses. 
The first mass-produced example was 
the London General Omnibus Company’s 
(LGOC) B-Type double-decker that 
entered operation in 1910. It could 
carry 34 passengers and was geared 
to run at up to 16mph – four more than 
the legal limit of the day. More practical 
in the dry than the wet, it featured an 
open top deck, staircase and driver’s 
compartment, and ran on solid tyres. 

Development between the wars was 
rapid and many people’s idea of the 
quintessential London bus, the AEC 
Regent III RT (designed in 1939 but 
only fully-in-service post the hostilities), 
benefited from fully-enclosed passenger/
driver compartments and staircase, 
torquey diesel power, and relatively 
futuristic air-operated pre-selector 
gearbox and brakes. The driver was by 
now sited alongside rather than behind 
the engine to optimise space, while the 
levels of reliability and passenger comfort 
had improved beyond recognition. The 
RT was to become the most produced 
of all London buses to date, with almost 
7,000 seeing service between 1939 and 
1979. Often a star of the silver screen, 
examples made guest appearances in 
Live and Let Die, Summer Holiday and 
The Mummy Returns, while a trio of RTs 
were reconfigured to create a suitably 
bizarre triple-decker vehicle for Harry 
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.

THE NEW DAWN
It was during the 1950s that the beloved 
Routemaster (RM in London Transport 
(LT) speak), ultimately the successor 
to both the RTs and London’s record-
breaking number of trolley buses, was 

conceived. The general layout echoed 
that of the RT, with the engine mounted 
up front driving the rear wheels. Once 
again, there was an open rear platform 
to allow passengers to hop on and off 
at places in addition to the official stops, 
plus a conductor for minimal boarding 
time and optimal security. However, 
the newcomer’s construction was more 
revolutionary and, in a determined effort 
to save weight, employed aluminium 
panels in conjunction with manufacturing 
techniques developed in wartime aircraft 
production. Instead of a traditional body-
on-chassis, its frame was of monocoque 
design to which a pair of steel subframes 
were attached – one carrying the engine, 
steering and front suspension and the 
other the axle and rear suspension. 

The result was a bus three-quarters 
of a ton lighter than the RT, but that in 
standard form could accommodate eight 
more passengers. Other contemporary 
features included independent front 
suspension, power steering, fully 
automatic gearbox and servo-assisted 
hydraulic brakes. The majority of the 
production Routemasters were 27ft 6in 
long, but when regulations were relaxed 
a 29ft 11in version (RML) was created; 

Opposite: Routemasters RM1, RM2, RML3, RM5 and RM6 celebrating the model’s 60th anniversary, Finsbury Park, 2014. 
Above, L to R: the Shillibeer Omnibus; a B-Type double-decker; the prototype RM1 in its first iteration.  
Below, L to R: FRM1 – the one and only rear-engined Routemaster; the Knight Bus from Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban – essentially a triple-decker Routemaster
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though its introduction was delayed 
by union resistance to the extra work 
inflicted on the conductors. Your editor 
had always understood the word ‘coach’ 
referred to a comfortably equipped single-
decker bus intended for longer journeys, 
but it seems the noun equally applies to 
similarly fitted-out double-decker ones, 
and the RMC version of the Routemaster 
featured compliant air suspension, an 
electrically-operated passenger door, 
higher final drive ratio, additionally 
padded seats, luggage racks, and what 
would then have been considered highly 
contemporary fluorescent lighting.  

WHAT’S IN A COLOUR?
The world tends to generalise about 
London’s black cabs and red buses, but 
in the same way that many of the taxis 
are anything but noir, not all the buses 

are rouge. The hue was first introduced 
way back in 1907 by the LGOC so 
its vehicles would stand out from the 
competition. When London Transport 
was formed in 1933 it extended the 
convention to cover most (though never 
all) of the capital’s bus fleet. One obvious 
exception were the vehicles employed on 
LT’s more countrified routes. Known as 
‘Green Line’ vehicles they were finished in, 
well, green. Less evident is the fact that 
today’s red buses are not necessarily the 
same colour all over, with most having 
white roofs in order to reflect the sunlight 
and therefore avoid frying the top deck 
occupants in summer; a problem largely 
unknown by Routemaster passengers 
thanks to pukka opening windows!

SLOW DECLINE FROM HERO TO LEGEND
Of course nothing, however good, 

lasts for ever and hindsight shows the 
Routemaster’s heyday was from c.1959 
to 1982, when withdrawals from service 
began. There were a number of reasons. 
Efficient overground and underground 
rail had reduced demand for buses 
generally, whose progress through 
London’s over-congested streets was 
slowing year on year. Though remarkably 
robust, the vehicles were becoming 
old and outdated and there was an 
increasing trend towards one-man 
operation, for which the Routemaster 
was never designed. The final nail in its 
coffin was the increasingly prominent 
issue of wheelchair accessibility, 
requiring buses with lower floors.  

But you can’t keep a good bus down and, 
having won a 10 year stay of execution, 
the trusty Routemaster remained in 
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Above: Clockwise from top left: two shots 
of the coach version of the Routemaster 

with enclosed platform; a very recent image 
of RM1941 pounding the ‘heritage route’; a 

splendid example of the RT – the Routemaster’s 
predecessor; Routemaster prototypes old 

and new - RM1 and the first ‘Boris Bus’; what 
better way to see the sights of London than by 

open-topped Routemaster; a fine example of the 
single–decker Routemaster; the coach version 

again, this time from inside the doors.  
Left, L to R: Routemasters in detail

We are indebted to The Routemaster  
Association (www.routemaster.org.uk) for 

their assistance with this feature

service on some key routes until 2005. 
Even now, a handful are in daily operation 
in London on a ‘heritage route’, while 
many more are in private hands and 
available for charter – c.1230 of the 2876 
Routemasters made are still in existence 
in some form or another, 651 of which 
are UK-based. Exported examples can be 
found in regular use in parts of Europe, 
Asia, the Americas and Australasia, while 
display versions can always be viewed 
closer to home at the London Transport 
Museum, Covent Garden and its Acton 
depot (see www.ltmuseum.co.uk), and 
the London Bus Museum at Brooklands 
(www.londonbusmuseum.com). Ding, 
ding – any more fares please?!

Passenger:  “Is this bus for the British Museum?”  
Conductor:  “Not yet,  guv.”

Passenger:  “Do you go near the Bank of England?”  
Conductor:  “Only when I’ve got a great deal of money.”
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Back in the early ‘50s, Berkeley 
Coachworks of Biggleswade, 
Bedfordshire was one of the most 
prolific caravan manufacturers in 
Europe, with invaluable experience 
of fibreglass and lightweight 
construction techniques gleaned from 
working on wooden-framed aircraft in 
WW2. It was these USPs that prompted 
microcar master Lawrie Bond to 
approach owner Charles Panter with 
the idea manufacturing lightweight 
affordable cars, and the first fruits of 
the liaison were exhibited at the 1956 
London Motorshow.

The so-called SA322 featured a semi-
monocoque GRP chassis moulded in 
three sections and strengthened with 
a mix of steel and aluminium tubes and 
box sections. Power came from a 322cc 
Anzani two-stroke motorcycle engine 
driving the front wheels via a motorcycle-
derived Albion three-speed gearbox with 
reverse and column change. Despite 
an output of just 15bhp, the inaugural 
Berkeley could be persuaded to 60mph 
and to accommodate two adults, plus 
(with spare wheel removed) a pair of 
suitably diminutive children.

The makers always saw the light, nimble 
Berkeley as a motorsport contender and 
signalled this loud and clear in September 

1956, when none other than Stirling 
Moss lapped Goodwood in one for the 
benefit of BBC News. Racing success was 
subsequently achieved by the works team 
and privateers alike – notable among which 
was the class win achieved by Lorenzo 
Bandini in the 1958 Monza 12 Hours.

The inevitable thirst for more power saw 
the successive fitment of the 328cc twin-
cylinder Excelsior Talisman engine, the 
492cc three-cylinder Talisman unit, and 
ultimately the Royal Enfield Super Meteor 
and Constellation 692cc four-stroke 
twins. The latter’s 50bhp was reputedly 
sufficient for the B105 model to top the 
magic 100mph barrier, however, the 
Berkeley’s price had been rising almost 
as rapidly as its power output and was 
now uncomfortably close to that of 
mainstream rivals like the Frogeye Sprite. 
So, the company evolved the back-to-
basics T60 three-wheeler that could be 
driven on a motorcycle licence. It was 
a big hit, but the combination of costly 
American warranty claims re the Excelsior-
powered cars and a general dip in caravan 
sales caused the bank to lose faith and 
foreclose on the Berkeley Group, leaving 
total car manufacture at a tad over 4,000 
for the four and a half years of production. 

A braver financial institution might have 
underwritten the upcoming Bandit, a pretty 

Cavendish Morton-penned 2+2 featuring a 
Tojeiro-designed chassis and Ford 105E Anglia 
engine, but ultimately only a pair of prototypes 
ever saw the light of day. The owners of surviving 
Berkeleys are well catered for by the Berkeley  
Enthusiasts Club  -  www.berkeleycarclub.com. 
 

MISSING MONIKER
Berkeley Cars
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Above: an SE492  
Talisman-engined Berkeley 
at full chat, Stateside. 
Right: Moss’s Goodwood 
laps in an SA322 were 
recorded for posterity on 
the cover of Autosport 
magazine.  
Below, L to R, as  
displayed at the Bubble 
Car Museum, Boston, 
Lincs: a T60 Convertible; 
B105; SE328 Convertible; 
T60 Coupe



Maurice Gatsonides (1911-1998)
Flight engineer, motor trader, resistance fighter, gas generator inventor, car designer/
manufacturer, competition driver, - ‘Gatso’ packed a great deal into his 87 years on 
planet earth, but is best remembered for creating the dreaded speed camera.

Above left: ‘Gatso’ with his 150 or so rally plates and the Barclays Bank Challenge Cup resulting from his 1953 Monte victory. Above, top right: racing at  
Zandvoort with the Platje. Above right: mechanics cool his brakes en route to his Monte victory, 1953. Centre: the Gatso camera probably needs no introduction!

Born in Java of Dutch parents, Gatsonides 
was fascinated by speed and in 1935 
established a car business near Haarlem 
that underpinned his entry into the world 
of motorsport. His first major outing was 
the 1936 Monte Carlo Rally, an event 
he was to contest on no less than 23 
occasions, finishing 2nd in a Humber 
Super Snipe in 1950 and famously won 
in 1953 aboard a MK1 Ford Zephyr. Ever 
canny, having experienced severe brake 
fade on the more tortuous downhill 
sections, Gatsonides arranged for his 
mechanics to cool the overheated drums 
by hurling buckets of water at them on 
the tight hairpins.

His competition successes were mainly 
at the wheel of British cars – eg Hillman, 
Jaguar, Humber – but he also raced 
and rallied vehicles of his own making. 
The first, ‘Kwik’ (Dutch for Mercury) was 

based on a V8-powered Ford Mercury 
chassis and propelled Gatsonides and 
fellow Dutchman Lex Beels to 14th on 
the arduous 1939 Liege-Rome–Liege 
Rally. The Kwik was followed by the 
increasingly aerodynamic Gatford, 
six different Gatso 4000 Coupes and 
Roadsters, and the notably curvaceous 
Fiat 1500-based Platje (Flatty). He 
reputedly had orders from the US for no 
less than 200 of the 1948 Aero Coupes, 
but lacked the wherewithal to build them. 

Though successful behind the wheel, 
Gatsonides proved unable to make 
money from car manufacture, so turned 
his ever-inventive brain to slowing down 
those deemed to be driving too quickly. 
To scientifically improve his pace 
through corners he had invented a speed 
measuring system triggered by road-
mounted rubber-encased wires, a device 

he now developed for commercial use 
before advancing to the Gatso radar-
based camera; versions of which his 
company, Gatsometer BV, still produces 
today, and which most of us have 
succumbed to at one time or another.

Needless to say turning from ‘poacher to 
gamekeeper’ didn’t impress Gatsonides’ 
former competitors, but the clever 
inventions of this reputedly charming 
man have arguably helped save many 
lives the world over. Hindsight suggests 
that with the right backing his innovative 
cars could also have been a success. 
Whatever, tales of his extraordinary 
career as told by William Leonard in 
Rallies and Races and Gatso - The Never 
Ending Race by Michael Allen remain 
absorbing reads.

Berkeley Cars
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Classic Character
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In celebration of 100 years of the RAF, we visited Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome, Britain’s 
most complete and original remaining example. In a day to remember, we discovered a 
veritable mine of fascinating facts and met some of the unique body of 162 hard-working 
volunteers actively engaged in restoring this precious site to its former glory.

BE
BIGGLES

Blowed!
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By 1916 London and the home front were 
under regular attack from Germany’s 
Zeppelin airships and it was then that 
part of Flambirds Farm near Maldon, 
Essex was compulsorily purchased 
by the War Office for the construction 
of the Stow Maries aerodrome. When 
it went operational in September that 
year it featured a Bessonneau hangar, 
quartet of BE-2 bi-planes and a modest 
number of No.37 Squadron personnel. 
However, development speeds up 
manifestly in times of war, and by the 
time the site was decommissioned in 
1919 it was employing anything up to 
500 staff and had played host to some 
90 sorties by many different types of 
aircraft, including: the aforementioned 
BE-2s; plus Sopwith Pups, Camels, and 
the mighty Snipes that were powered by 
24-litre rotary engines designed by none 
other than W O Bentley. One of the more 
notable sorties occurred in July 1917 
when the squadron was tasked with 
defending the capital from no less than 
22 Gotha bombers – brave or what?! 

The site’s predominance of clay soil 
ruled it out as a WWII airfield, but it 
nevertheless did feature twice in the 
proceedings – once as welcome refuge 
to a wounded RAF Hurricane and, less 
favourably, as fodder for a returning 
Dornier bomber which, presuming it was 
an active RAF station saw fit to level a 
few buildings and even slaughter some 
grazing cattle for good measure. It was 
at the point of decommissioning that the 
Turner family, who had originally owned 
most of the land pre-hostilities, managed 
to repurchase it with funds from the many 
oak trees it had fostered, and ironically 
it was the Turner’s redeployment of the 
buildings for farm use that ensured their 
survival. For example the sole change 
to the Motor Transport (MT) shed since 
1919 is the farmer’s widening of the 
centre bay in order to house his 21st 
century combine harvester, while the 
weapons store temporarily served as 
a swimming pool and aquarium for his 
children!

On the death of Turner senior in 2008 
there was fear the whole plot might 
fall to developers but, thanks to some 
foresighted businessmen, it was saved 
from oblivion, a trust formed, and grants 
procured from a variety of sources 
including the Heritage Memorial Fund and 
district and county councils. A further 
lifeline from George Osborne’s Libor 
Fund was forthcoming in 2015. It was in 
2016 that the trust appointed Ian Flint as 
CEO and, as its only fulltime employee, 
he has full responsibility for the site and 
its restoration. The subsequent progress 
by him and his four part-time colleagues 
is nothing short of astonishing. Five 
buildings have now been removed from 
the ‘at risk’ register; the number of 
volunteers has been quadrupled and now 
stands at a staggering 162 (with ages 
ranging from 16 to 86); while visitor 
numbers are on the way to being trebled. 

So what can a visitor now see and 
experience at Stow Maries Great 

Facing page inset: Stow Maries 
today and, main image, the  
Bentley of the aerodrome’s first 
Flight Commander, Captain 
Claude Ridley, together with Sop-
with Pup outside the Pilot’s Ready 
Room. This page, clockwise 
from top left: a BE-2 at Stow 
Maries, 1917; an SE5a engine 
under repair; late production/
replica WWI aircraft on the same 
airfield today; Sopwith Camel; 
Sopwith Snipe, and SE5a

Blowed!
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War Aerodrome? Firstly, there are the 
indescribable vibes that only former 
military airfields emit, heightened by the 
knowledge you are entering a hallowed 
arena that was once the domain of brave 
young pilots who were prepared to, and 
sadly often did, die for their country. Of 
the 24 buildings, all are either earmarked 
for restoration or in the process of 
being rejuvenated. The Squadron Admin 
Building, B-Flight’s Offices, Pilot’s Ready 
Room, Airmen’s Mess, Fuel Store, 
Technical Stores, Ambulance and 
Blacksmith’s Sheds and Royal Engineers’ 
Workshops have all been conserved and 
are fully accessible, with items of delight 
in every one. 

For example, the larger of the Workshops 
now houses one of three permanent 
exhibitions, which includes an interactive 
history of the site and a depiction of the 
role played by the Women’s Royal Air 
Force. One can even get some feel for 

what the pilots experienced by ‘flying’ 
a simulated WW1 Sopwith 1½ Strutter. 
Among the many fascinating, sometimes 
chilling, facts we gleaned from the 
excellent accompanying storyboards 
are:

• The expectancy of a WWI pilot on the  
 Western Front was a mere 17 days

• Of the 14,000 British airmen killed  
 between 1914 and 1918, 8,000 (ie  
 over 50 percent) died in training

• Many potential pilots were rejected  
 because they weren’t public school  
 educated!

• The average height of a man during  
 the war years was 5ft 5in and the  
 average weight a mere 9¼ stone!  
 Women were not allowed to fly at all

The suitably adorned Airmen’s Mess 
is the centre of social activity for the 
aerodrome and visitors can enjoy the 

wartime atmosphere to a background of 
period music played by vintage pianolas 
and wind-up gramophones. Adjoining the 
function room is the Mess Hall Café and 
this whole facility is available for hire 
for up to 100 people. A real live smithy 
operates from the Blacksmith’s Shed, 
making items required for the ongoing 
restoration of the site. The Royal 
Engineers’ Workshops now serve as a 
STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and maths) learning centre for primary 
and secondary school children, while 
every month the building hosts a ‘STO-
kers’ day where eight to 14-year olds 
get to experience anything from creating 
‘build and fly’ models, gliders and 
rockets through to the latest in radio-
controlled aircraft technology. What 
was once the B-Flight Office is now a 
museum dedicated to the memories 
of 37 Squadron. The MT shed houses 
three vehicles – a restored electrically-
powered Bergmann truck (‘Ingrid’) and 

Above, clockwise from top left: volunteer hangar builders; a BE-2 being readied for departure; volunteers with the BE-2; the delights of Hangar 1; a depiction of 37 Squadron’s Office;             a replica AirCo DH.2; kids’ pedal planes; trucks in the MT Shed; the simulated Sopwith 1½ Strutter; the Airmen’s Mess; the Blacksmith’s Shed; tea in the MT Sheds, sports day, 1918. 
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Above: scenes from the recent ‘Wings & Wheels’ day. Opposite: examples of the resident wildlife



 

pair of Crossley-style replicas (‘Beryl’ 
and ‘Tilley’).

What’s in the hangars I hear you cry? 
Well, treats galore is the answer. In 
the temporary so-called Hangar 1 is 
a mouth-watering selection of late 
production/replica WWI British and 
German machines, namely a Royal 
Aircraft Factory BE-2, Fokker Eindekker 
and Sopwith Camel, plus a Nieuport 
17 that is just out of restoration and 
starred in the film Flyboys. All are 
airworthy. And there’s more, for tucked 
away in the replica Bessonneau hangar 
are replicas of a Bleriot X1, Morane-
Saulnier, AirCo DH.2 and Sopwith Pup. 
Seeing them on the ground is a real 
treat, but experiencing them in the air 
inevitably the icing on the cake, and this 
is certainly possible at various times of 
the year – especially during the site’s 
annual ‘Wings & Wheels’ day, which this 
May saw 10 such early planes airborne, 

as well as displays of over 200 cars and 
motorcycles on the ground. Meanwhile, 
July’s hugely successful Living History 
event ‘Stow Maries at War’ is developing 
a national following.

And now for something completely 
different. As a result of laying largely 
dormant for almost 100 years, the 
aerodrome has evolved into an unspoiled 
habitat for many species of wildlife, 
including all examples of native owls, 22 
red-listed birds, hares, grass snakes etc. 
So, Stow Maries represents a unique 
opportunity to combine an unforgettable 
WWI experience with a touch of bird 
watching and hare spotting – what’s not 
to like?

The vision of the Stow Maries Great War 
Aerodrome trust is to: return the whole 
site as close as possible to how it was 
at the time of the first blitz in 1918; to 
continue expanding its involvement with 

the STEM learning programme; and 
make it an exemplar for volunteering. 
One could argue the latter has already 
been achieved, for to amass and harness 
162 volunteers with backgrounds as 
diverse as Tesco worker to running HMS 
Belfast is an extraordinary achievement 
in itself. Moreover, if the ones we 
spoke to are anything to go by, they 
are not only brilliant at combining their 
many skills for the ongoing benefit of 
the project, but simply overflow with 
enthusiasm for it. For more information 
about the aerodrome and its events, 
or how to become a volunteer see  
www.stowmaries.org.uk.  

Above, clockwise from top left: volunteer hangar builders; a BE-2 being readied for departure; volunteers with the BE-2; the delights of Hangar 1; a depiction of 37 Squadron’s Office;             a replica AirCo DH.2; kids’ pedal planes; trucks in the MT Shed; the simulated Sopwith 1½ Strutter; the Airmen’s Mess; the Blacksmith’s Shed; tea in the MT Sheds, sports day, 1918. 
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My first report of 2018 celebrated 
an improved performance from the 
MGB and a feeling of real optimism 
for the season ahead. If only I had 
known what was in store! 
 
The next races were on April 
29/30; a double header for Equipe 
GTS competitors on the Indy circuit 
at Brands Hatch. I optimistically 
booked some testing time on the 
Friday, which was largely wasted 
due to wet weather. However, it 
did reveal some electrical gremlins 
- mainly arising from the poor condi-
tion of the loom, which had chafed 
on various body openings. Fortu-
nately Rob had the help of Paul, 
an experienced auto electrician, 
who steadily waded through the 
wiring to eradicate the problems.

Qualifying the next day was char-
acter-building, as the brakes failed 
completely on first approaching  
the Druids hairpin. I nevertheless 
decided to complete my three qual-
ification laps, only spinning once at 
Paddock Hill Bend on the second 
tour when I, perhaps unsurprisingly, 
couldn’t shed enough speed. For-
tunately I ended up with only two 
wheels in the gravel, but returning 
to the pits was temporarily unable 
to stop as the handbrake was in-
operable. I finally managed to halt 
the beast by steering up the bank 
beyond the pit lane; though only 
after scaring the living daylights 
out of some innocent pedestrians. I 
therefore started the Saturday race 
from the back, finishing 18th out of 
28 starters. The Sunday result was 

arguably even more disappointing, 
as I started 16th and finished 17th. 
The general conclusion was that 
the car was slow out of corners and 
notably lacking in power. 
 
The next outing was with the A40 
at the Donington Historic Festival of 
May 5/6. The car had been hast-
ily prepared, including an engine 
rebuild with a new cylinder block, 
as it was apparent there was no 
progress with our new Mini-Cooper. 
Chris Ryan and I were entered in 
two 45 minute races. Unfortunately 
our meeting finished half way round 
the first competitive lap of the day, 
when Chris was the innocent par-
ty in someone else’s accident and 
the collision badly damaged the 
car’s left front corner.  
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The following week it was Equipe 
GTS at Oulton Park on May 12, 
a circuit I enjoy and am normally 
competitive around. Qualifying was 
a disaster, however - I finished 24th 
out of 34, a mile away from my 
normal position, and a full 5 sec-
onds slower than I had managed 
in 2015! The race was equally 
frustrating, as the car lacked per-
formance and, although I got up to 
14th, crashed when making a des-
perate lunge for 13th at Old Hall. 
The resulting brush with the barrier 
put an unwanted groove down the 
whole right hand side of the car 
and I finally finished a chastened 
17th. This was my worst meet-
ing in recent memory and a new 
engine was duly commissioned. 
 
Because the unit’s build time pre-
cluded the next races planned 
for the MGB, I decided to enter 
the HRDC Touring Greats race 
at Brands on June 3 in the now 
repaired A40. It went well in qual-
ifying, although it was suffering 
unusually from understeer - a con-
sequence of Rob having no time 
to work with it following the body 
repairs. In spite of this we qual-
ified 8th, and a good start got 
us into Paddock Hill Bend in 4th 
place. However, everything came 
to nought when I was shunted off 
at Clearways. For the second A40 
event in a row we had failed to com-
plete a racing lap, and once again 
returned home with a damaged car.
 

Finally, on July 14 we had the 
BMH-sponsored Equipe 3 Hour 
Classic Relay at Donington. Our 
team comprised me in the MGB, 
Chris Ryan in our A40, and Peter 
Samuels in his beautifully-prepared, 
newly-built FIA MGB. Qualifying was 
my first experience of our new en-
gine, and the transformation was 
amazing. I couldn’t believe the 
difference, and it showed in the 
times. In a very mixed field of Hea-
leys, TVRs, Marcoses, and Lotus 
Elans we were 16th fastest over-
all, and ninth of the starting cars.
 
I began the race with the aim of 
doing a full hour stint and settled 
into a good consistent pace, at 
the end of which we were 4th on 
the road. As I came into the pits 
I experienced major gear selection 
problems, which prevented fur-
ther running. Chris quickly settled 
into a good rhythm with the A40, 
maintaining our road position until 
a fault developed with that trans-
mission, heralded by some alarm-
ing noises. He brought the car in 
early, leaving Peter to finish the 
final hour and 20 minutes, which 
he did to perfection. Our overall 
result of 6th on the road was great 
given our problems, and a real tes-
timony to the quality of Peter’s new 
MGB. Hopefully, the balance of the 
season will be a little less frenetic!
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If you’ve paced the isles of recent NEC Classic or Classic Car & Restoration shows, then you could well 
have tripped over the stands of quality car lift suppliers equipment4garages.com (E4G), who are among 
the companies specialising in products for classic car collectors and home mechanics. We have, and were 
amazed by two things in particular – ie the enormous choice of such items that’s now available, and how 
relatively affordable most of them are. With the help of E4G’s Managing Director Richard Wilson we sifted 
through a few of the myriad possibilities.

We explore a few options for classic car owners  
with parking, storage or service problems 

COULD YOUR CAR(S)  
DO WITH A LIFT?

  1
6
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COULD YOUR CAR(S)  
DO WITH A

PARKING/STORAGE RAMPS
The most fortunate of classic car 
owners will have an on-site garage for 
at least one vehicle. But we enthusiasts 
can get carried away with our hobby, so 
what happens when one becomes two 
or more? Yes, there are lots of excellent 
storage specialists dotted around the 
country, but they’re not a cheap option 
and mean your additional vehicles will 
never be ready and available for those 
impromptu drives that are often the most 
enjoyable. A cost-effective answer is a 
parking/storage lift which allows one car 
to be placed above another. E4G’s best-
selling product of this type is their AMGO 
435-P. A commercial grade CE-approved 
4-poster, it has a lifting capacity of 3.5 
tons, is powered by a single-phase 24V 
control system and comes complete 
with: exclusive ‘S’ shaped posts for 
added strength; double safety locks; 
variable height limit switch; skid-proof 
diamond platforms; tough powder-
coated finish; and detachable ramps that 
can be stored between the platforms. 
This proven product can double as a 
service lift, is a major seller in the US 

under the Atlas brand and retails here 
for a seemingly very reasonable £1,775 
plus VAT.

Those with the conflicting requirements 
of restricted space but a large car like 
a Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow to park at 
ground level might be interested in the 
compact E4G 200 2-post tilting lift. 
Looking for all-the-world like the back 
section from a car transporter it has a 
lifting capacity of two tons and a retail 
price of £2,500 plus VAT. If on the other 
hand you’re lucky enough to have a whole 
row of classics and now need to create 
a second storey in your garage to house 
them all, then something like the 2.3 ton 
E4G 230HA 2-post parking lift could be 
for you; examples of which can be linked 
together to form as many double-decker 
bays as required. This handy item will 
set you back £2,450 plus VAT, times the 
number required.

1, 2 AND 4-POST LIFTS
For those tired of grovelling on the 
ground and fiddling with jacks and axle 
stands in order to safely service their 
pride and joy, there are seemingly 

countless 2- and 4-post lifts available 
for home purchase. The 2-post options 
feature swing arms that are designed to 
marry up with your car’s jacking points. 
If a drive-on/drive-off set-up is your 
preference then you’ll need a 4-post 
design. Prices range from £1,350 plus 
VAT for the 2-post E4G A240 AMGO that 
can hoist cars of up to 4 tons, to £2,800 
plus VAT for the mighty 4-post E4G 414 
Peak that can raise anything up to 6.5 
tons and therefore surely just about any 
classic car you care to name.

SCISSOR LIFTS
For those with height restrictions 
and/or only a need to carry out light 
maintenance such as steering or brake 
work a mid-rise scissor lift could do 
the trick. Prices range from £975 plus 
VAT for the portable multi-purpose E4G 
MR06GR that has 2.7 ton capacity, to 
£1,250 plus VAT for the E4G MR10GR 
that’s been specifically designed for 
those involved in detailing or wrapping 
and the need to hoist up to 3 tons of 
motorcar. Full-rise offerings run from the 
3.5 ton E4G SX08F that’s mounted in-
ground, has a lifting height of 2230mm 

Facing page: TV car personality Ant Anstead is among E4G’s customers. Above: the AMGO 435-P is E4G’s 
best-selling product – here we see examples helping to squeeze a pair of E-Types where normally only one 
would fit, and being installed and in use on behalf of a wedding hire company
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and costs £2150 plus VAT, to the 3 ton 
surface-mounted E4G SX07 that will 
extend to 2000mm and set you back 
£2,500 plus VAT.

BUYING AND INSTALLING
Having established that a lift of some 
description would make an excellent 
addition to your next Christmas list and 
decided what type would best suit your 
requirements, you’ll next need to confirm 
you have sufficient available space in 
all directions. You’ll also need to check 
your floor depth – eg a 4-poster lift will 
require a minimum platform thickness 
of 100mm. Then there’s the electricity 
supply – though single-phase, the bigger 
motors draw up to 20amps and therefore 
require their own dedicated supply.

When all the details have been agreed 
and a quotation accepted, purchasers 
have the choice of installing their own 
lifts (for which full instructions can be 
downloaded from the E4G website) or 
having the work done by the company’s 

dedicated team of expert fitters. Lead 
time depends on the product selected, 
but popular items such as the 435-
P are held in stock. Once properly 
installed, little or no maintenance would 
normally be required, but E4G will carry 
out servicing and repairs if and when 
needed. 

ACCESSORIES
E4G offers a range of accessories to 
enhance the ownership of its car lifts. For 
example there is a castor kit available for 
the 435-P parking lift to allow its easy 
relocation when empty. For the same 
product, there are: lightweight, extra 
length ramps for use with vehicles of 
abnormally low ground clearance; a 
jack tray designed to fit between the 
platforms; and drip trays to prevent oil 
dropping from the upper car onto the 
one below.

Commenting on the response to his 
offerings from the classic car fraternity 
Richard Wilson said: “We find the shows 

work very well for us, where people can 
see the product and learn how it could 
enhance their classic car experience, so 
we’ll certainly be back at the NEC this 
coming November. Most visitors to the 
stands are pleasantly surprised at how 
affordable the products are and how 
high the quality is. This results from 
our 40 years’ experience of the garage 
equipment market, and our regular visits 
to the key manufacturers in both Europe 
and the Far East in order to source the 
right items at the right price.”

Further details of all E4G’s offerings can 
be found at www.equipment4garages.
com. Of course there are a number of 
other such companies serving the UK 
classic car market, not least Strongman 
Tools who also have stands at the major 
NEC shows – details of its equally 
extensive product range can be found at 
www.sm-t.co.uk. 

Above: an E4G MR06 portable mid-rise scissor lift. Top right: a pair of E4G 270H 2-post parking 
lifts. Right: an E4G MR10GR portable mid-rise scissor lift on display at an NEC classic show
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Right, L to R: an E4G A240  
2-post baseplate lift; and E4G 200 
2-post tilting lift



Managing Director John Yea reveals all

New products online

Goodwood beckons Additional BMH panels 
also on the horizon
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Web work
Our main news this issue relates to the Motoring Classics 
website; our retail  platform dedicated to personally-selected 
classic car parts and lifestyle items, which celebrates the 
availability of quality British products for the discerning classic 
car enthusiast. We have undertaken a thorough review and 
refresh of www.motoringclassics.co.uk that has significantly 
enhanced its usability and efficiency, and simultaneously 
effected a change of style to improve the overall feel and 
appearance. Do take a visit and let us know what you think.

The upgrade is accompanied by a significant number of 
additions to the range of goods on offer, not least the exciting 
line-up of Mountney steering wheels, that greatly extends our 
choice of quality wheels at competitive prices. It includes leather 
and wood rim designs in traditional and modern styles, all of 
which are in stock. We are also now selling Goodridge braided 
brake hoses. These combine a PTFE inner pipe with a stainless 
steel outer braid and are the number one choice for motorsport 
applications. They will enhance the appearance and braking 
performance of any classic car and are an excellent addition 
to our already comprehensive range of quality brake products. 
We are launching the revised line-up of Piloti shoes too, the first 
choice of the classic driving fraternity and a firm favourite with 
our customers both at shows and via the website.

Our other key announcement concerns the Goodwood Revival 
(September 7-9) where for the first time we will have our own 
stand that’ll be located ‘over the road’ from the circuit. This will 
enable us to offer products from the Motoring Classics retail 
range and showcase items available from both British Motor 
Heritage and Tex Automotive. There will be Heritage-bodied 
cars on the stand in both road and race trim and guidance 
regarding our appointed Heritage Specialists, who are able to 
build bespoke cars to each customer’s requirements. If you are 
visiting the Revival meeting please make a point of dropping 
by to see our products and chat to our knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic staff.

We are also adding to our range of British Motor Heritage 
products, and should have news of these additional parts later 
in 2018. Though supporting cars largely designed some 50 
years ago, we are constantly looking to expand the number 
of different replacement body panels we offer and thereby 
safeguard the future of a whole range of much-loved British 
classic cars.



As the original equipment manufacturers to companies such as Rover, MG, 
Triumph, Jaguar and many others over the years, Tex has established an 
unsurpassed reputation for quality and service.
Today that quality remains evident in our Classic range of products, over 95% 
of which are manufactured in our factory in Oxfordshire on the original tooling. 
The current products range from wing and door mirrors to wiper arms, blades 
and related accessories, all of which are as supplied to the aftermarket for 
British cars in the ʻ50s, ʻ60s and ʻ70s. Tex were also fitted as original equipment 
to all British Leyland vehicles between 1974 and 1983.

THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST

BUY ON LINE AT 

www.motoringclassics.co.uk
OR PLACE YOUR ORDER BY PHONE ON 01993 707200

Look for the original stamp 
when buying a product. We 
are the only manufacturers.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, STOW MARIES GREAT WAR AERODROME  
WILL BE HOLDING ITS VERY OWN

RAF 100 PROMS
THE DUNMOW WIND BAND WILL PRESENT

‘Music under the Stars‘
AS THEY PERFORM FROM INSIDE A WORKING HANGAR

SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2018

TICKETS £25 PER ADULT + £12 PER CHILD UNDER 16. 
Includes a glass of Pimms on arrival and a traditional Essex hog roast.  
Arrival is from 4.30pm, ready for the concert at 5pm. The evening should finish by 8pm.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS  
AND OTHER EVENTS VISIT

WWW.STOWMARIES.ORG.UK


