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Above: unlikely as it may now seem, the German-built Amphicar was powered  
by a British Triumph Herald engine, as remembered in our Missing Moniker  
feature on page 8

…….by the way, 
do you know the derivation of the word chauffeur? I didn’t until I spied it in Steve Crop-
ley’s perennially excellent column in Autocar, so here goes - before the advent of spark 
plugs, petrol engines were fired by ‘hot-tube’ ignition; ie you created a blaze under a 
conductive metal bar that (eventually) transferred red heat into your engine’s combus-
tion chamber, igniting the fuel. The French for ‘to heat’ is ‘chauffer’, so the drivers who 
patiently coaxed their reluctant charges into life became known as ‘chauffeurs’. QED.
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The MG marque is a pillar of Britain’s 
thriving classic car movement and much 
adored the world over - not least in the 
US to where a high percentage of the 
Abingdon-produced cars were exported. 
It is therefore alarming to recall that 
the famous Octagon brand came close 
to running out of road as recently as 
13 years ago, and almost certainly 
would have done had it not been for 
the Chinese. We decided to bring the 
story up-to-date and hope you’ll be as 
encouraged by our findings as we are. 

Sadly, another of our great automotive 
institutions is now in danger, the British 
Grand Prix. Despite its unrivalled history 
and immense popularity, it is no longer a 
financially viable option for its hosts, the 
Silverstone-based British Racing Drivers’ 
Club. Incredibly, this means that unless a 
new mutually acceptable deal can soon 
be agreed, the 2019 race could be the 
last – hence our decision to review this 
much-loved event. Talking of Grands Prix 
– the saga of the Cuban one of 1958 
takes some topping, and will amaze you 
if you haven’t encountered it before.

Driving is an inherently dangerous 
pastime, so a 100 percent record in 
UK road safety is an unobtainable goal. 
However, it’s incumbent on all of us 
to help achieve the best result that’s 

humanly possible on a small island 
containing almost 40million vehicles. 
A man who’s devoted most of his 
working life to this challenge is Paul 
Ripley, aka ‘God’s Chauffeur’, and his 
insights are certainly thought-provoking 
– are you listening Mr Grayling? This 
issue’s Missing Moniker concerns the 
dual purpose Amphicar. There’ve been 
several attempts to productionise a 
car that’s as happy in water as on the 
road, of which this 1960s curiosity is 
still the most globally recognised. Our 
Classic Character this time is Beatrice 
Shilling, a tiny woman the brainpower 
and courage of whom has arguably 
never been sufficiently lauded. Add in 
the most recent news from BMH and 
the trials and tribulations of its race 
team, and that just about covers the 
last edition of Motoring Classics for  
another year.

Happy reading and a very  
merry Christmas!

Gordon Bruce 
Editor

www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com
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A 500km non-championship race for 
sports cars, the event was introduced by 
President Batista to showcase his island 
nation and encourage the patronage of 
wealthy Americans. Staged alongside 
Havana’s picturesque waterfront, it was 
first run the year before, with generous 
start money ensuring the attendance of 
many top racers of the day, including: 
Fangio, Moss, Hill, de Portago, Collins 
and Shelby. Following a problem with 
de Portago’s leading Ferrari Monza, 
an enthralled c.125,000-strong crowd 
witnessed Fangio’s lesser-powered 
Maserati 300S sweep to victory.

Things augured well for the 1958 race 
when, having placed his Maserati 450S 
on pole position, Fangio looked set 
for a second consecutive triumph. 
But Castro’s rebels had other ideas. 
They reasoned that by kidnapping the 
star of the show the meeting would be 
cancelled, embarrassing Batista and 
gaining worldwide publicity for their 
cause. The maestro was chatting to 
friends in the lobby of the Lincoln Hotel 

when an automatic pistol was thrust 
into his side. In a tremulous voice the 
assailant said: “In the name of the 26th of 
July Movement, come with me!” Turning 
to Fangio’s companions he added: 
“Four machine guns outside are aimed 
at you. Don’t try to leave the hotel for 
another five minutes or there will be dead 
bodies on the sidewalk. Understand?”

The incredulous World Champion was 
led to a waiting car with three men on 
board, one of whom bizarrely uttered: 
“We’re sorry to bother you like this, 
Senor Fangio,” and then persuaded him 
to don a cap and sunglasses. On race 
day he was well fed and provided with a 
radio so he could listen to the Grand Prix. 
Come the evening, the group uneventfully 
delivered him to the Argentine embassy 
where he was told: “You are free, Senor. 
Please excuse us again for having 
inconvenienced you.” It was the end of 
an extraordinary adventure – one Fangio 
admitted to rather enjoying, reputedly 
saying: “If what the rebels did was in a good 
cause then I, as an Argentine, accept it.”

The race did take place, but lasted just 
six laps before the Cuban Armando 
Garcia Cifuentes lost control of his 
Ferrari 500TR on spilled oil, killing seven 
spectators and injuring c.40 more. The 
event was stopped and Stirling Moss 
declared the winner, as he was of the 
third and final Cuban Grand Prix run in 
1960, this time under Castro’s control.
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Sixty years ago this year, five-time World Drivers’ Champion Juan Manuel Fangio was 
kidnapped at gunpoint by Fidel Castro’s revolutionaries on the eve of the Cuban Grand Prix. 

CUBAN 
KIDNAP

www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com

Above: image courtesy of MPL,  
National Motor Museum
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The history of MG is a tangled web. To this day aficionados debate the origin of the 
name and even the date the MG Car Company was founded, while between 1924 and 
2005 it had no less than eight owners, the last of which, the MG Rover Group, entered 
receivership in April 2005. At this point, the globally-adored brand seemed destined 
to join its former stablemates Austin, Austin-Healey, Morris, Riley, Rover, Standard, 
Triumph and Wolseley in that enormous British automotive graveyard in the sky. Then 
over the hill from China came a white knight in the form of Nanjing Automobile who, in 
a rationalisation of manufacturers by the Chinese Government, was then merged with 
SAIC Motor in 2007. The result? In a nutshell, MG, now trading as MG Motor, is again 
beginning to flourish in a number of international markets, not least the UK, and there 
seems more scope than ever for it to become a serious global player. We decided to 
put some flesh on this encouraging skeleton.

HOW THE CHINESE ARE BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO THE MG BRAND

  4
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WHO IS SAIC?
It is China’s largest motor manufacturer 
– ie the biggest player in the world’s 
biggest market, whose sales in 2017 
numbered a cool 6.93 million units. Its 
own brands include MG and Roewe; the 
latter being a marque that rose from the 
ashes of Rover but now stands firmly on 
its own wheels, while retaining a healthy 
dose of British DNA. As the local partner 
to the Volkswagen and General Motors 
groups, SAIC is also responsible for the 
assembly of Volkswagen, Audi, Skoda, 
Buick and Chevrolet models for the 
Chinese market.

WHAT PRESENCE DOES SAIC 
HAVE IN THE UK?
It has a thriving technical centre and 
design studio on the site of the old 
Longbridge factory in Birmingham; a 
smart 50,940 sq ft marketing and sales 
headquarters, plus advanced design 
studio and showroom in Marylebone, 
London; a £30 million flagship MG 
dealership opposite Fortnum and Mason 
in Piccadilly; plus 81 MG dealers, and 
counting (the aim is for 120).

THE UK MODEL RANGE
The first MG-branded car to be offered 

under Chinese control was a lightly 
revised MG TF manufactured in Nanjing 
and assembled at Longbridge from CKD 
kits. Engineers from Longbridge were 
involved in the programme, which ran from 
August 2008 until March 2011, during 
which 906 examples were produced. 
The first all new MG to hit the UK market 
was, however, the MG6 GT that became 
available in May 2011. It was derived 
from an all new platform shared with the 
Roewe 550. The Technical Centre was 
responsible for a large percentage of 
the platform development and styling, 
and the model remained available on 
our shores until 2016 – along the way, 
works versions successfully contested 
the British Touring Car Championship, 
winning the manufacturers’ section 
outright in 2014. The MG 3 was the last 
model to be assembled in the UK and 
all current offerings arrive fully-finished 
direct from China.

The current product line-up comprises the 
recently face-lifted MG 3 - a competitively-
priced five-door hatchback aimed at the 
younger driver and therefore a rival to the 
Ford Fiesta, Vauxhall Corsa etc; the ZS - a 
compact SUV that’s only been available 
in the UK for about a year and competes 

with the likes of the Nissan Juke; and the 
longer-standing GS - a more capacious 
SUV in the mould of the Nissan Qashqai. 
It is interesting to note that, unlike such 
manufacturers as Jaguar Land Rover, 
whose sales have been torpedoed by 
the arguably uneducated vilification of 
diesel power, the current MG range is 
without an oil-burning engine, so remains 
unaffected by that unfolding drama. 
Moreover, the company already has 
sufficient confidence in its latest products 
to provide them with the attraction of a 
seven year / 80,000 mile warranty.

WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON?
Rightly or wrongly, the global automotive 
industry is placing eggs in the electric 
basket as fast as it can go and, as China 
is currently by far the biggest market for 
such cars, it comes as no surprise that 
SAIC has been producing eco-friendly 
cars for many years. These include 
the all-electric Roewe E50 four-seat 
supermini, to which Autocar magazine 
awarded 4 out 5 stars in a recent test. 
It entered its home market in 2012, and 
subsequent importation to the UK under 
the MG label was apparently seriously 
considered, though ultimately vetoed. 
Electric MGs are heading this way in the 

www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com

Opposite: the recently face-lifted MG 3. Above, L to R: a glimpse of the future - MG’s E-Motion; the company’s bustling  
Piccadilly showroom. Below, L to R: MG’s popular GS and ZS SUVs
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near future, however. According to MG 
Motor UK’s Head of Sales & Marketing 
Daniel Gregorious, an all-electric ZS is 
slated for sale in 2019, which would make 
it one of the first such SUVs to hit our 
streets. A glimpse further into the future 
is the E-Motion sports car displayed at 
last year’s Shanghai Motorshow. An 
eye-catching four-seater complete with 
butterfly doors, it reportedly received a 
level of approval that could well see it in 
production by 2020, thereby providing 
fresh competition for the likes of the 
Tesla S, while reintroducing MG to the 
enthusiast sector of the market for which 
it is most famed.

PUBLIC REACTION SO FAR
So what has been the motoring public’s 
reaction to the re-emergence of so 
famous a British brand, be it now in 
oriental hands? Sales of the MG6 were 
slow, but those were early days for 
the programme, when it had limited 

marketing and dealer support. The 
current picture is very different. 4,400 
examples of the breed found UK buyers 
in 2017 and, according to Gregorious, 
the 2018 figure will be more than double 
that amount. Moreover, there is ample 
evidence that the vehicles are being 
embraced by a new breed of customer, 
as well those already loyal to the brand 
courtesy of a classic MG or two in the 
garage. The MG Owners’ Club and MG Car 
Club have also been quick to welcome 
the newcomers into their folds and 
create active registers for the Chinese-
made models. As for the blending of the 
two very different cultures, as Gregorius 
is quick to point out, the Chinese are 
notably fond of quality British goods – eg 
Burberry – and are also interested in and 
have respect for our history, so are more 
than aware of what they’ve inherited. 
Inspect a Roewe bonnet badge and you 
will find it bears more than a passing 
resemblance to the old Rover one 

and, without being overly retro, recent  
MG concept cars like the Icon and 
E-Motion have included a nod to the 
much-loved MGB.

SAIC MOTOR UK  
TECHNICAL CENTRE
Many of those old enough to recall the 
slow but almost inevitable demise of 
the Rover Group, may very well imagine 
there is nothing left of the Longbridge 
plant founded on the site of a derelict 
printing works by Herbert Austin as far 
back as 1906. It’s true to say that much 
of the acreage has been given over to 
redevelopment, but a proportion of the 
buildings have been retained for SAIC’s 
aforementioned design and technical 
operations, in which c.300 people work 
in tandem with their counterparts in 
Shanghai to evolve the Roewe and MG 
cars of the future. The personnel are a 
carefully crafted mix of those steeped in 
Longbridge history and young guns who 

 Above, L to R: MG competed in the BTCC series from 2012 to 2017, winning the Manufacturers’ Championship in 2014; the neat little E50 was  
considered for the UK market. Bottom, L to R: the Technical Centre’s state-of-the-art new emissions facilty and vehicle engineering workshop

  6



www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com

were at school when the last British-built 
MG rolled off the line in 2005.  

According to Steve Jones, the company’s 
Senior HR Manager, competition for such 
junior talent is rife, and SAIC goes out 
of its way to attract the cream of the 
crop. Intern projects have included the 
complete benchmarking of a classic 1981 
MGB GT against a modern Toyota GT86 
and then the scanning and refabrication 
of the MG to give it a contemporary level 
of feel and performance courtesy of: MG 
GS engine, ABS brakes, power steering, 
modified suspension all-round etc. An 
ensuing group was tasked with turning an 
internal combustion-engined MG ZS into 
a 48 volt hybrid; a type of project that 
has the dual effect of incentivising fresh 
talent while producing concepts for the 
Chinese to evaluate. The group has close 
ties with Coventry and Bath Universities 
and operates an annual bespoke 
programme with the Royal College of 

Art, which involves SAIC Shanghai’s two 
most promising young designers of the 
moment attending the esteemed faculty 
for six months. The interchange between 
Longbridge and Shanghai is close and 
constant, and it is clear that the UK 
input is highly respected and has a great 
bearing on the products that are evolved; 
initially for the Chinese market and then 
for the UK and other territories.

The technical centre’s vehicle engineering 
workshop is headed by Adrian Guyll, a 
man steeped in Longbridge history but 
who, like his colleagues, is very aware 
that the pace of change leaves little or no 
time for looking in the rear view mirror. 
His dedicated team of 18 is responsible 
for running the aforementioned and many 
other programmes, as well operating the 
company’s test and press car fleets. In 
the near future they also intend to service 
customer cars from what is an extremely 
well-equipped facility that even includes 

its own machine shop and paint facility 
– ‘we have all the resource required to 
design and build a car from scratch’. 
Guyll is quick to confirm that not only 
have the Chinese been funding MG’s 
renaissance for 13 years now, but are 
still investing heavily in the programme – 
eg recent examples include the creation 
of ‘Innovation’ and ‘Autonomous Vehicle’ 
departments and a state-of-the-art £5.5 
million emissions facility.

It is truly heart-warming to see the world 
class operation that has risen from the 
ashes of the old Longbridge plant, and 
to learn that SAIC is at the forefront of 
employing the new breed of high-tech 
engineers that are paramount to success 
in today’s fast-moving automotive 
industry. It would appear the MG brand is 
in good hands.

Above, L to R: the Technical Centre’s MG 3 Trophy Championship concept car was built in 16 weeks flat; the Intern MGB GT project - high-tech new wine  
in a beloved old bottle. Below, L to R: the vehicle engineering workshop’s fully-equipped machine shop; the company’s Longbridge-based design studio
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Commander Bond’s ‘swimming’ 
Lotus from The Spy Who Loved 
Me is probably still most people’s 
favourite vision of an amphibious car. 
Unsurprisingly, so sophisticated a 
machine remains beyond the scope 
of affordable mass manufacture. 
Many attempts have, however, been 
made to productionise cars that can 
be driven on (as opposed to under) 
water, by far the best known being the 
Amphicar Model 770 – 770 denotes 7 
knots on water and 70mph on land. 

It was a development of the Alligator 
designed by serial amphibious vehicle 
constructor Hans Trippel, whose other claims 
to fame are as diverse as the Mercedes-style 
gullwing door and Norway’s little-known Troll 
Sportcoupe, only five of which ever saw the 

light of day. The Amphicar was made in Berlin 
and Lübeck by the Quandt Group (members 
of which family nowadays hold a 46.7 percent 
stake in BMW). The anticipated production 
was 25,000, but ultimately only 3,878 were 
sold between 1961 and 1968, the majority 
of which found homes in the US. It is believed 
some 500 are still in use, c.seven of which 
reside in the UK. Arguably the most famous 
owner has been former US president Lyndon 
B Johnson who retained one on his ranch, 
where he rejoiced in frightening unsuspecting 
guests by roaring downhill into a lake while 
repeatedly shouting ‘no brakes’!

A two-door, four-seat convertible, the 
Amphicar is powered by a rear-mounted 
Triumph Herald engine driving the rear wheels 
and/or a pair of reversible propellers – the 
technique for exiting the water via a slipway is 

to ensure the craft is pointing up the slope and 
then grab first gear and drive out as soon as 
the rear wheels reach terra firma. The rigidly-
constructed steel body is inevitably prone 
to corrosion, so the vehicle needs cleaning, 
drying and greasing (in 13 places!) after each 
waterborne outing - playing in a salty sea is 
another story altogether. Nevertheless, in 
1965 two examples reportedly endured 20ft 
waves and gale force winds to successfully 
cross the English Channel.

Opinions on how waterproof the cars were 
are divided, but all agree that, with a 0-60mph 
time of 43 seconds, road performance is 
best described as leisurely. The LA Times’s 
Dan Neil saw the Amphicar as ‘a vehicle that 
promised to revolutionise drowning’, while 
a more forbearing owner quoted: “It’s not a 
good car or a good boat, but it does just fine.”  

MISSING MONIKER
Amphicar  
Model 770
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Above: a British-registered Amphicar moored 
near Tower Bridge. Below: a lefthand drive one 
in the US, the home of most Amphicars



Beatrice ‘Tilly’ Shilling (1909-1990)
OBE PhD MSc CEng

As air warfare between Britain and Germany intensified in 1940, a potentially fatal flaw was found to  
afflict Britain’s Merlin-powered Spitfire and Hurricane fighters. When placed in a nose dive their  
carburettors tended to flood, snuffing out the flame – a problem unknown to Luftwaffe pilots, whose  
Messerschmitt powerplants were fuel injected. Numerous brains were tasked with solving this serious  
problem, but the one that did so belonged to Beatrice ‘Tilly’ Shilling of the Royal Aircraft Establishment 
(RAE), Farnborough. In its ultimate form, her simple washer-shaped device was easy to produce and  
quickly installed without removing aircraft from service. Unflatteringly nicknamed ‘Miss Shilling’s Orifice’,  
it undoubtedly saved lives and, together with other vital war work, earnt her an OBE and, more recently, 
even a Farnborough pub named in her honour. However, these were by no means her only claims to fame.

Clockwise from the left : Beatrice astride one of her Norton racers; at speed in her Lagonda Rapier;  
pondering the over-heating problems of Dan Gurney’s F1 Eagle. Centre: ‘Miss Shilling’s Orifice’

The daughter of a Hampshire butcher, 
Shilling was evidently born to be an 
engineer and preferred constructing 
things from Meccano to playing with 
dolls, and spent her pocket money on 
such practical items as ‘a glue pot, 
penknives, adjustable spanner and other 
simple hand tools’. She had acquired the 
first of many motorcycles by the tender 
age of 14, and by that of 23 had accrued 
a PhD from Manchester University (one of 
only two female engineers of her intake 
to do so) to which she promptly added an 
MSc. By 1936 she had been recruited by 
the RAE, where she remained until 1969, 

progressing to work on such diverse 
projects as the Blue Streak missile, the 
hazards of braking on a wet runway, and 
solving the over-heating problems of Dan 
Gurney’s Eagle F1 car. 

By the early 1930s her passion for 
motorcycles had led her to race at 
Brooklands, where she regularly put 
some of the professional male riders in 
their place and, in lapping the circuit at 
speeds of up to 106mph, became one 
of only three female motorcyclists ever 
to be awarded the coveted Brooklands 
Gold Star. Following the cessation of 

hostilities, Shilling turned to car racing 
with her husband George Naylor, a 
former bomber pilot, making her mark 
in mounts that included a lightened 
Lagonda Rapier, Sebring Sprite and 
Elva 200 single-seater; all fettled by the 
couple, who reputedly had a machine-
shop in their lounge! According to the 
biography Negative Gravity penned by 
Matthew Freudenberg, though just 5ft 2in 
in height, this brilliant if mildly eccentric 
woman earned either ‘respect, awe or 
terror from her colleagues, depending 
on their point of view’.

Amphicar  
Model 770
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Classic Character
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In celebration of 100 years of the RAF, we visited Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome, Britain’s 
most complete and original remaining example. In a day to remember, we discovered a 
veritable mine of fascinating facts and met some of the unique body of 162 hard-working 
volunteers actively engaged in restoring this precious site to its former glory.

GRAND PRIX
THE BRITISH 
Could 2019 really be the last one?
The first ever race of the FIA Formula One World Championship was the British Grand Prix of 1950, 
and the British and Italian GPs are the only ones to have been staged every year since that date. 
The home event has been held at three circuits over the years – Aintree, Brands Hatch and  
Silverstone – but the vast majority, 52, have occurred at the former WWII bomber airfield of  
Silverstone, Northamptonshire, the fast sweeping curves of which make the circuit a firm favourite 
among drivers and spectators alike. For these reasons, and many more, it is hard to contemplate 
the world’s foremost motor racing series without a British Grand Prix. Yet, as things currently stand, 
that of 2019 could be the last. What’s the problem and can it be resolved?

  1
0
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As with so many things in life, the issue is 
one of finance. Among the most popular 
of all 21 Grands Prix currently on the F1 
calendar, the one at Silverstone draws 
one of the biggest crowds – generally 
well in excess of 300,000 over the three 
days of the event. Once criticised for 
poor facilities, questionable catering and 
intolerable traffic queues, the Silverstone 
of today is a truly world class venue. No 
less than £50 million has been invested 
over the last 10 years to improve 
vehicular access, provide acceptable 
facilities for people of all ages and 
mobility, and maintain the track to the 
stringent F1 standard required by the 
governing body of motorsport. Britain 
may be lucky enough to boast a number 
of dedicated race circuits, but these 
days none but Silverstone comes even 
close to meeting all the criteria required 
of a 21st century Grand Prix track. 

It was against this positive background 
that in 2009 a deal guaranteeing 
the British Grand Prix being held at 
Silverstone from at least 2010-2026 
was signed by the circuit’s owners, 
the British Racing Drivers’ Club (BRDC) 
and F1 supremo, Bernie Ecclestone. 
Ecclestone is renowned for almost 
single-handedly professionalising a 
once surprisingly amateur formula and 
making a lot of people wealthy in the 
process; not least himself. The lure of 
the ever more vibrant circus he created 
had emerging countries clamouring for 
dates and, backed by government funds, 
prepared to pay eye-watering sums for 
the privilege of obtaining a place on the 
Grand Prix calendar. The British Grand 
Prix on the other hand has never had 
the luxury of Government funding, and 
arguably never will. It therefore has to 
rely on ticket sales alone to cover the 

massive running costs, plus the c.£16 
million hosting fee. Take into account 
the five percent escalator that formed 
part of the most recent contract, and it 
soon became apparent that the BRDC 
would rapidly descend into bankruptcy if 
it continued trying to balance its books 
around the Grand Prix. To quote BRDC 
Chairman John Grant in 2017: “It is no 
longer financially viable for us to deliver 
the British Grand Prix under the terms 
of our current contract. We sustained 
losses of £2.8 million in 2015 and £4.8 
million in 2016, and have now reached 
the tipping point where we can no longer 
let our passion rule our heads.” So, after 
much soul searching, the BRDC last year 
made the decision to evoke the break 
clause in its Grand Prix contract, giving it 
the option of dropping the race following 
the 2019 event. In simple terms, unless a 
new mutually acceptable agreement can 

Continued overleaf>

GRAND PRIX

Opposite: Hamilton soaking up the adulation of 
the fans at Silverstone, 2017 (LAT). Top row,  
L to R: 1950 - Farina’s winning Alfa Romeo en 
route to victory (BRDC); King George VI meeting 
the competitors (BRDC). Second row, L to R: 
1955 - Fangio leading Moss at Aintree (LAT); even-
tual winner Moss and Fangio on the rostrum (MPL). 
Left: 1969 - Rindt leads Stewart at Silverstone, 
but lost in the end (BRDC)

www.motoringclassics.co.uk   www.bmh-ltd.com
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rapidly be created between the BRDC 
and Formula One’s current owners, 
Liberty Media, Britain’s second biggest 
annual sporting event (only the fortnight-
long Wimbledon tennis championship 
attracts more live spectators) will be  
no more.

Over recent months Liberty Media has 
made encouraging noises, eg its Director 
of Motorsport (formerly the architect 
of all seven of Michael Schumacher’s 
World Championships) Ross Brawn said: 
“I think Silverstone has a really bright 
future as part of Formula One, and we’re 
very optimistic we’ll find the correct 
solution between ourselves and the 
circuit for the future.” However, its Chief 
Executive, Chase Carey, had previously 
caused a degree of concern among fans 
when he said: “We have 21 races and 
we should have 21 Super Bowls. They 
should be week-long extravaganzas with 
entertainment and music; events that 
capture a whole city.” Clearly, Silverstone 
does not fit this vision and, of course, 
there are people who’d like to see the 
race held around the streets of London, 
instead of a traditional circuit.  But, while 
this is theoretically possible since a 

change in the law regarding the closure 
of UK public roads for motorsport, it 
is very debatable whether the infinite 
number of practical challenges it would 
pose could be sensibly overcome. 

For the moment, Britain’s myriad of 
F1 enthusiasts can do no more than 
pray that sanity will prevail and that, as 
recently happened with the Belgian Grand 
Prix, a suitable deal for Silverstone can 
be achieved within the diminishing time 
frame. Certainly F1 without a British 
Grand Prix is unthinkable to many in a 
country that is not only home to six of 
the 10 teams currently competing in 
Grand Prix racing, but has produced 
over three times more world champions 
than any other nation. 

10 MEMORABLE BRITISH 
GRANDS PRIX 
1950
Held at Silverstone, this was the first 
World Championship Formula One 
race, whose spectators included King 
George VI, Queen Elizabeth and Princess 
Margaret. It was contested by drivers 

from nine countries and ultimately won 
by the Italian Giuseppe Farina aboard an 
Alfa Romeo 158, who went on to win the 
inaugural title.

1955
In a show of utter dominance, Mercedes 
filled the first four places of this Aintree 
event. Victory went to Stirling Moss – his 
first in F1 and the first by a British driver 
in the British Grand Prix. It has, however, 
often been said that Fangio gifted Moss 
the win, but the Argentinian maestro 
never confirmed the fact. 

1969
This Silverstone race was an 
unforgettable contest between close 
friends but formidable competitors 
Jackie Stewart and Jochen Rindt, 
during which they overtook each other 
countless times. Rindt eventually pitted 
with a rear wing problem and again for 
fuel, leaving Stewart to lap the entire 
field en route to victory.

1973
This race will always be remembered for 
the first lap spin at Silverstone’s (then) 
160mph Woodcote corner by Jody 
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Above, L to R: Stewart in the 
pits, 1969 (MPL); the aftermath 
of Scheckter’s 1973 crash (LAT); 
Watson on the podium, 1981 
(LAT); Watson en route to his 
1981 victory (MPL). Right, L 
to R: Mansell gives Senna a lift, 
1991 (LAT); Hill and Schumacher 
tangle, 1995 (LAT); Cornelius 
Horan’s infamous track invasion, 
2003 (LAT); Hamilton destroying 
the opposition in the rain, 2008 
(LAT). Bottom right: prime 
viewing - the BRDC Club House, 
Silverstone (BRDC)



Scheckter, which took out nine cars 
and ultimately terminated the career of 
Andrea de Adamich in the process. The 
restarted event was won by Scheckter’s 
team-mate Peter Revson, in a McLaren 
M23.

1981
One of the most popular home wins in 
the Silverstone Grand Prix to date was 
that of Northern Irishman John Watson 
in 1981. Delayed by a collision between 
Gilles Villeneuve and Alan Jones, he then 
teased his McLaren MP4/1 to the fore 
and ultimately victory of a race that 
saw no less than 16 rival cars fall by  
the wayside.

1991
‘Mansell Mania’ was in full swing by the 
time of the 1991 Silverstone GP, and it 
was Mansell who annexed pole position 
and won the race after a memorable 
scrap with Ayrton Senna. Senna ran 
out of fuel on the last lap leading to the 
unforgettable sight of Mansell giving 
his rival a lift on the side-pod of the 
victorious Williams.

1995 
This race was initially dominated by 
championship protagonists Michael 
Schumacher and Damon Hill. However, 
they were both eliminated in a collision 
at Silverstone’s Priory corner on lap 46, 
leaving the field clear for Schumacher’s 
team-mate Johnny Herbert to score the 
first of his three Grand Prix victories.

1998
Schumacher was brilliant but frequently 
controversial, and never more so than 
during the 1998 Silverstone Grand Prix 
when, two laps from the end, he incurred 
a stop-go penalty. However, by entering 
the pits on the last lap he still crossed 
the finish line first and avoided the stop. 
After much argument he was awarded 
the win.

2003
The 2003 Silverstone Grand Prix could 
well have ended in disaster when Irish 
priest Cornelius Horan, wearing a kilt 
and brandishing a banner ‘Read the 
Bible. The Bible is always right’, ran down 
Hangar Straight towards the 20-strong 
pack of 200mph cars. Swift action by 

a track marshal saved the day, and the 
race fell to Rubens Barrichello, Ferrari. 

2008
We are now used to seeing Lewis 
Hamilton come to the fore at the first 
hint of rain, but there has been no better 
demonstration of his wet weather skills 
than during the atrocious conditions 
of the 2008 Silverstone GP. Only four 
drivers survived without spinning, with 
Massa doing so five times. Hamilton won 
by an astonishing 68 seconds!
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Motoring Classics in

At the time of the last issue we 
had just completed a good run in 
the Heritage-sponsored Equipe 
3 Hour Classic Relay, despite 
both the MGB and A40 suffering 
transmission woes. The MGB 
gearbox was duly repaired with 
new synchro rings, whilst the A40 
needed a replacement hub bearing.

The next MGB race was the 
Equipe GTS annual pilgrimage to 
Zandvoort, Holland on July 28/29. 
Sited on the coast, Zandvoort 
is a great circuit, and the local 
organisers very welcoming, so it 
is always a very social event. The 

weather was fantastic on the set-
up days, but of course a storm of 
biblical proportions arrived just as 
we were supposed to qualify. Aside 
of the destruction of virtually all the 
awnings and pop-up shelters, the 
circuit was rendered inoperative 
by the sheer volume of water and 
the number of advertising boards 
strewn across the tarmac. Once 
proceedings were underway, the 
car performed well, unlike the 
gearchanges which were slow 
and baulky. We did complete the 
first race, but with an ever more 
problematical transmission, the 
attempts to solve which included 

removing the engine in the 
paddock! The problem stemmed 
from the new racing clutch we’d 
installed, so we were fortunate 
to be near Bruce Chambers of 
Competition Supplies, who offered 
to loan us parts from his own car 
and provide the rest of the custom 
concentric clutch kit once we 
returned to England. The decision 
was therefore taken to scratch 
from the remaining two Dutch races 
to allow time for the modifications 
prior to competing on the Brands 
GP circuit the following weekend.

British Motor Heritage MD John Yea reports from the cockpit

IMAGES COURTESY OF L M WALKER  
AND EQUIPE CLASSIC RACING
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I’ve always liked that track, but 
opportunities to drive on it are 
few and far between, but on this 
occasion the Equipe race was a 
support act to the high-profile British 
GT round. I had strict instructions 
about bedding in the tyres during 
qualifying, however, the car failed 
to start in the assembly area. By 
the time it did fire up nearly five of 
the 20 minute session had passed, 
while a safety car took up much of 
those remaining. Happily though, 
my first flying lap was good enough 
for 12th overall and best MGB. 

The next one was the last of all 
but, judging by the early sector 
times, was quicker still and only 
spoiled right at the end by two cars 
dawdling on the racing line. The 
race itself was huge fun, with real 
pressure from Stephen Bolderson 
in his TR4 and Tim Greenhill in his 
MGB. Having been passed by the 
TR4, and then getting the place 
back, I failed to make Stephen go 
‘the long way round’ near the end, so 
finished 11th overall, but best MGB.
The next meeting was with the 
HRDC at Mallory Park on September 
2. I was in the A Series challenge 
with the A40 and the Allstars 
with the MGB. The A40 felt really 
good, which was reflected in the 
qualifying position of 3rd overall. 
However, that was about as good 
as things got, as the MGB then 
repeated its starting issues and the 
A40 died serving as its stand in, so 
I failed to finish the Allstars race 
and to even start the A Series one!

The penultimate meeting of the 
season was an Equipe GTS one at 

Silverstone on Saturday, October 
6, where we were to run the MGB. 
The meeting began in the pouring 
rain - not conditions I generally 
relish, however, the ‘wet settings’ 
suggested by our mechanical 
guru Rob made the car feel pretty 
good. This was reflected in my 
qualifying 10th out of 37, despite 
a big spin at Copse. The race was 
also run in pretty poor conditions, 
with visibility on the first lap in the 
pack being virtually non-existent. 
However, I persevered and finished 
9th. Most importantly, the car was 
intact for the season’s finale the 
following weekend. However, as 
things transpired, Donington Park 
on Sunday October 15 was not 
a good place to be. The whole 
meeting featured heavy rain and 
qualifying in the MGB was scary 
– the low point being a huge spin 
whilst going uphill, which had me 
cross the circuit in front of a bunch 
of other cars. I qualified 27th out 
of 41, but did not feel comfortable. 
Qualifying in the A40 for the Touring 
Greats was slightly better but, as I 
was sharing with Chris Ryan I only 
did the required minimum of three 
laps, leaving the rest to him, and he 
did a great job to qualify the car 8th 
overall. Discretion being the better 
part of valour, I ultimately decided 
not to race either car, but Chris had 
a rewarding run in the little Austin, 
ending up where he’d begun - 8th. 

Suddenly the season is over, but 
the planning for next year is already 
underway and I can hardly wait! 
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Road accidents currently claim the lives of c.1.3 million people worldwide every 
year. With a few minor exceptions, Britain’s record is only bettered by that of 
Sweden, yet we still managed to kill 1,793 people last year and seriously injure 
24,831 more, thereby registering the first rise in casualties since 2011. We  
counselled ‘God’s Chauffeur’, internationally renowned safe driving expert  
Paul Ripley, over what we can do to improve the situation.

AVOID BECOMING  
A STATISTIC
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He commented: “Driving is potentially 
the most dangerous thing we do on 
a daily basis, yet many people are so 
preoccupied while at the wheel that they 
devote no more attention to the task 
than when reading the paper or drinking 
coffee. There are many contributory 
factors to the problem, but a lack of 
suitable training is a significant one.” 

Of course some drivers have none at 
all, as it isn’t a legal requirement, while 
others are taught by friends or family, or 
qualified instructors of varying quality. As 
Paul (himself a former Approved Driving 
Instructor [ADI]) points out, few people 
grow up aspiring to be an ADI, and there 
is relatively little incentive for those 
that do join the profession to optimise 
their skills – there is a DVSA test that 
grades them, but it is entirely voluntary. 
Arguably the best start a learner driver 
can give themselves is to seek out a 
top grade instructor, but once they’ve 
achieved their licence there is no more 
compulsion to continue fine tuning their 
abilities behind the wheel than there was 
for their instructor, and most do not.

For those who do want to, the best known 
options are the advanced programmes 
offered by IAM RoadSmart and RoSPA. 
Both have much to offer, though the IAM 

does not grade its candidates – they 
either pass or fail the test – and there 
is no requirement for regular refreshers 
or re-tests, though they are encouraged. 
The test linked to the RoSPA programme 
is graded (Bronze, Silver or Gold) and 
ongoing RoSPA membership requires a 
periodic re-test. Attaining membership of 
either organisation can result in reduced 
insurance premiums and will certainly 
improve most people’s level of skill and 
knowledge. But how much safer will it 
make them overall?

Ripley has more letters after his name 
than most takeaway menus, as he’s 
raised the issue of road safety to a 
whole new level. He’s not only trained 
the general public, but the DVSA trainers 
themselves and even the world’s leading 
industry test drivers. He’s had regular 
columns in the Daily Telegraph (it was they 
who christened him ‘God’s Chauffeur’) 
and Auto Express, made numerous 
TV appearances and penned a best-
selling book entitled Paul Ripley’s Expert 
Driving. He’s also successfully competed 
behind the wheel, and believes it is only 
when one brings such related attributes 
together that you can consider calling 
yourself an ‘expert’ driver. Whereas most 
advanced driving organisations disallow 
such skills as heel and toe and sustained 

rev gearchanges, he quite reasonably 
asks ‘why would you want to penalise 
drivers for displaying acquired dexterity, 
surely advanced teaching should build 
on the abilities they already possess’? 
His overriding conclusion is that even the 
best of current advanced driver training 
only tackles two out of the three basic 
elements, ie knowledge and skill, but not 
attitude, which he says is the ultimate 
key to effective road safety – ‘safety is 
not a skill set, it’s a mind set’. 

As he points out, one-to-one training or 
even the best of online assessments 
will always be of limited value, as those 
under the microscope will tailor their 
response to what they know is required. 
What none of these approaches will tell 
you is how that same driver will behave 
as soon as he gets behind the wheel 
unattended – ‘he could be a complete 
lunatic’. It is this very problem that 
insurers have been increasingly tackling 
with the aid of black box telematics. But 
again, Ripley has gone a step further 
with the innovative programme he has 
introduced for improving road safety 
within company fleets, the insurance 
industry and vehicle manufacturers. 
Entitled ‘The Driving Doctor’ (another 
moniker previously bestowed upon 
him by the media), it recognises that 

Opposite: Paul Ripley and ‘The Driving Doctor’. Above, clockwise from the left: good tuition and a controlled attitude can help avoid sad scenes  
like this; training in the safe environment of a track; it is good to reflect on every journey’s errors and the affect the drive had on other road users

Continued overleaf>
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Clockwise from the left: Ripley has won a host of awards and has more 
letters after his name than most takeaway menus; teaching skid control on a 
steering pad; more wet weather tuition away from the public roads
 

   
18 unearthing faults in people’s driving is 

one thing, but training/coaching them 
to overcome them is another altogether. 
Telematics integral to a car’s electronics 
system are becoming more common 
by the minute, and Ripley’s holy grail 
is where transgressions typically 
recognised by a car (speeding, late 
braking, dangerously fast cornering etc) 
can be immediately and automatically 
brought to the driver’s attention via the 
vehicle’s sound system. However, while 
he waits for technology to catch up with 
his dream, ‘The Driving Doctor’ system 
presently employs bespoke algorithms 
to interrogate, decipher and translate 
telematic data which is then converted 
into expert digital driver training/
coaching programmes. The company 
can also operate data-driven generic 
campaigns covering everything from 
speeding to winter driving. 

At least for the present, such 
sophisticated and highly-successful 
techniques are beyond the reach of 
the private individual, for whom the 
ready key to safer driving remains self-
assessment. According to Ripley, if every 
driver could adopt the right attitude, 
accidents could be cut by 80 percent. 
“The self-evaluation should be constant 

and after every journey you should  
ask yourself:
 

He also has some salient tips for drivers’ 
general health and wellbeing from good 
diet to the affects of fatigue, and is 
particularly strong on the subject of 
emotional stability. “Don’t allow yourself 
to react to the actions of other drivers – 
you won’t stop them behaving like idiots, 
but could make a dangerous situation 
more so. If a driver attempts to force 
their way in front of you, drop back and 
leave more room – trying to shut them 
out will only exacerbate the problem.” 
He has valuable tips for relieving stress 
at the wheel too. “Avoid running late for 
an appointment by adding 30 percent 
to the likely journey time. Make sure 
you are comfortably positioned at the 
wheel – a grip of quarter-to-three as 

opposed to the sometimes advised ten-
to-two position will allow your shoulders 
to sit lower and relax your upper body. 
If you do make a mistake that upsets 
somebody, raise a hand in apology – it 
can do much to diffuse potential anger 
all-round.”

Having owned no less than 35 Porsche 
911s and 9 Ferraris, Ripley is also well-
placed to advise on the subject of classic 
cars, the relatively pedestrian nature 
of some of which can rile the press-on 
modern motorist. “Don’t let the actions 
of others spoil the enjoyment of driving 
your pride and joy. If they wish to pass, 
make room for them to do so. Take the 
time to brake well ahead of hazards, 
make mechanically sympathetic 
gearchanges, and generally harmonise 
with your vehicle, which is likely to require 
more empathy and understanding than 
its modern equivalent. And whatever you 
are driving, don’t get too close to the 
car in front, as its driver will then be in 
charge of your safety rather than you.”

For those with fleets to manage, further 
details of ‘The Driving Doctor’ are found 
at www.thedrivingdoctor.org. Though 
now c.20 years old, the content of Paul 
Ripley’s Expert Driving is as valid as 
ever, and the book is still available via 
Amazon etc.

1. What stood out – were  
 there obvious errors or  
 dangerous manoeuvres etc? 

2. How did the drive affect  
 other road users? 

3. How could it have  
 been safer?”



Managing Director John Yea reveals all
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It was the donor car that enabled much 
of the new tooling required for our MK1 
replacement bodyshells to be developed, 
sacrificing vital parts of its own body in 
the process. The plan had been to rebuild 
the car around the painted shell viewed 
by thousands on last year’s NEC stand. 
However, when this was discussed with 
Pete Hines at Somerford Mini, it was clear 
that the generic shell in question was not 
the best starting point for our Cooper S, 
as the degree of modifications required 
would have necessitated a significant 
level of paint repairs. This means our 
painted shell is unexpectedly available for 
sale, so will also be on our NEC stand. 

We entrusted the rebuild of the donor car to 
Somerford Mini, as they are experts in the 
restoration and rebuilding of these Issigonis 

babies, and they prepared and painted the 
replacement body once the modifications 
to match our Cooper S had been carried 
out - these included the additional hole in the 
right hand rear wing for the second fuel tank 
and the mounts for the oil cooler. We opted 
to retain the original factory colours of old 
English white over green, as confirmed 
on our car’s Heritage Trust certificate.  

As you’d expect, we have fitted all new 
wiring, subframes, brakes, suspension 
and steering gear. The car also now has 
a wonderful new trim set, including period 
correct reclining seats, courtesy of Newton 
Commercial. The engine was fully rebuilt 
by Ralph at Pitstop, who has used his 
expertise to give us a mildly modified but 
fully balanced engine matched to standard 
transmission. This overhauled box replaces 

the car’s  original straight cut one - a sign 
of my age as, whilst I was quite prepared 
to put up with the loud whine of such cogs 
in my youth, I am very happy to manage 
without it today! As a final touch we had 
the long centre branch exhaust manifold 
finished with gold Zircotec heat protection.
 
The resultant car looks an absolute delight 
- a credit to all who have worked on it 
- and we look forward to both driving the 
rejuvenated Mini and displaying it at shows 
in the coming months and years.

I am pleased to report that the rebuild of our MK1 Mini-Cooper S is all but complete, and that it will take 
pride of place on our stand at the upcoming Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show, November 9-11.

   
   

19



FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, STOW MARIES GREAT WAR AERODROME  
WILL BE HOLDING ITS VERY OWN

RAF 100 PROMS
THE DUNMOW WIND BAND WILL PRESENT

‘Music under the Stars‘
AS THEY PERFORM FROM INSIDE A WORKING HANGAR

SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2018

TICKETS £25 PER ADULT + £12 PER CHILD UNDER 16. 
Includes a glass of Pimms on arrival and a traditional Essex hog roast.  
Arrival is from 4.30pm, ready for the concert at 5pm. The evening should finish by 8pm.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS  
AND OTHER EVENTS VISIT

WWW.STOWMARIES.ORG.UK

As the original equipment manufacturers to companies such as Rover, MG, 
Triumph, Jaguar and many others over the years, Tex has established an 
unsurpassed reputation for quality and service.
Today that quality remains evident in our Classic range of products, over 95% 
of which are manufactured in our factory in Oxfordshire on the original tooling. 
The current products range from wing and door mirrors to wiper arms, blades 
and related accessories, all of which are as supplied to the aftermarket for 
British cars in the ʻ50s, ʻ60s and ʻ70s. Tex were also fitted as original equipment 
to all British Leyland vehicles between 1974 and 1983.

THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST

BUY ON LINE AT 

www.motoringclassics.co.uk
OR PLACE YOUR ORDER BY PHONE ON 01993 707200

Look for the original stamp 
when buying a product. We 
are the only manufacturers.
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